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DISCOURSE 


j OF THE 

l Nature, Series, and Order 
j of Occurrences, &c. 

I ■ ■ R our better underftand- 
/ J. B j ing the nature and order of 

j H the things prophetically re* 

J B prefented in the ii»o{ 
| the Revelation , the firft 

j thing oblervable is, the Order ofTime, 
i in which the Occurrences mentioned 
| from ver. i. to ver. 14. of thatChap- 
i ter, were Ihow’d unto St. John in 
1 Vifion, and there placed in their Or- 
j der: And that Time is between the 
I beginning and ending of the nxm 
Trumpet. 
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i A 'Difcourfe of the Nature 

- In Chap.9. v. 1 3. the fixth Trufo- 
-pet founded ; and a confiderable part 
of the Event of that Trumpet is fet 
down in the following Verfes to the 
end of that Chapter, which Expofi- 
fopr unjcrfiand to be- meant of the 
Ubrics Conquering' and poffeffing 
themlelves of the Eaftern part of the 
Roman Empire : and the Calamities 
can fed thereby were a great part of 
thefecond wo, which was the wo of 
that Trumpet. Thedefign of which 
Judgment of God upon the Empire, 
was to a waken the Inhabitants there- 
of- and especially thofe of the We- 
ftern Empire (upon whom that ftofm 
had not fallen, or but very little ofit) 
and to excite them to repent of the 
work of theirbands, fuch as was their 
Worlhipping of Devils or Demons, 
and Idols of Gold, Silver, Brafs, Stone 
and Wood, and of their Murders, 
Sorceries, Fornications and Thefts, 
w. 20. But this Judgment produced 
no fuch good effect, tor they repen- 
ted not, as appears, ver. 21. 
Whereupon in Chap. 10. 1. another 

mighty 
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I miahty Angel comes downfromHea- 
ven with a little Book open in his 
hand: and he cryed with a loud 
\ voice as when a Lion roareth. And 
I when he had fo done, feven thunders 
I uttered their Voices. But St. John 
I was forbidden to write what thole 
- thunders uttered. But in as much as 
J this Lion-like roaring of the Ange , 
and alfo thefe thundering Voices fell 
. in here, upon the declared lmpem- 
tency of the Weftern Empire , upon 
whom the former plague, which had 
befallen the Eaftern, had not much 
lighted j it is highly probable, that 
thofe thundering Voices contained 
matter of dreadful import againft the 

Weftern Empire efpecially. And it 
feems likely By what next follows, 
that the realbn why thole terrible 
things uttered by the thundering 
Voices, were at that time fealed up, 
might be , becaufe the execution of 
them was not to fall out under this 
fixthTrumpetjbut under the feventhj 
and therefore not fo proper to be de- 
clared under the fixth Trumpet, o- 
r A 4 therwne 
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dierwife than by hints and intimati- 
ons in general. And indeed Biblit, 
Regia, Jndreas, and others, render 
the Angels words from the Original 

.bus : Seal up thofe things which the 
J even thunders have uttered, and thou 
Jba/t ante them hereafter (not, and 
mite them not) as the Author of 
the Notes, framed out of the Expofi- 
tions of Dr. H. More , has oblerved 
upon the place. Some lighter Plagues 
were to befal this Empire, under this 
hxth Trumpet, in order ftill to their 
amendment, if poflible ; But thofe 
fading of that end, the greater ftroke 
which will make an end of that pow- 
er by which the Church had fo iong 
iuflered, is referved to the times of 
the feventh Trumpet. And there- 
fore under that Trumpet it is more 
particularly and exprefly declared to 
St. John by Vifion , That the time of 
Gods wrath will then be come , in which 
he will deftroy them which had defray'd 
the earth : Which Vifional Prophecy 
is accompanied withVoices and thun, 
ders ashere, and with lightning, and 
T' ,r tbquake 
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Earthquake and great hail, Chap. 1 1. 
l8l9 

, And that the things here uttered 
- by the thunders and the execution 
■ of thofe things did appertain to the 
| time of the feventh Trumpet, is ltill 
i the more likely, not to fey apparent; 
i becaufe that which next and imme- 
diately follows upon thofe {even 
thunders and the fealing of them up, 
is a moft folemn Oath which the An- 
gel took, That there {hould be delay 
of time ho longer for execution of 
thofe things, but only until the days 
of the feventh Angel when he Ihould 
found, but that then the Mvftery of 
God {hall be finilhed which had been 
declared to the Prophets concerning 
the foil and final deftruaion of the 
Enemies of the Church, and the glo- 
rious enlargement and exaltation of 
theiChurch it felf, as is further to be 
. {hewn when we come to the feventh 
' Trumpet. 

I here make ufe of that reading 
[there (ball be delay of time no longer ] 
becaufe I find feveral Expofitors prc" 

fer 
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fer it before that other reading {there 
fhdH be time no longer ] and becaufe al- 
io it beft fuits with the fcope of the 
place , and the coherent Veries. 
Though tis true, the common read- 
ing duly confidered , fignifies the 
fame thing the other does, though it 
does not fo plainly exprels it. For ac- 
cording to that reading , the time 
when God will finifh his myftery de- 
clared to the Prophets , ihall be no 
longer but till the days of the feventh 
Angel, when he ihall iouifd. . , 

After this St, John is bid to take 
thelittleBook out of the Angels hand, 
and to eat it ; and when he had done 
io, the Angel told him he muft pro- 
pheGe again , to wit, what fhould 
further befal the Empire under the 
fixth Trumpet and the leventh alio, 
belides what he had prophefied of ah 
ready. And accordingly the very 
next things he prophefied of after he 
had eaten the little Book, are the Oc- 
currences let down between the firft 
and 1 4?A w, of Chap. n. Which 
things were to fall out in whole or 

in 
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jn part, in the times of the fixth 
Trumpet : Which appears in that the 
period of thofe times* falls after thofe 
Occurrences, as we find at the 14. 
ver. the fecond wo is paft, meaning 

then, and not till then. 

And therefore though the firft Vi- 
fion we meet with after it was faid 
to St. John , thou muft prophefic a- 

gain, which concerns the mealuring 

of the Temple, the leaving linmea- 
fured the outward Court thereof, and 
concerning the prophefying of the 
two Witneffes 1260 days, doeseom- 
menceashigh as from the firft ftated 
defection, corruption and degeneracy 
of a great part of the Church. ; yet 
this Vifion being feen by St. Joh»,un- 
der his Vifion of the fixth Trumpet 
(as it is manifeft it was) that Vifional 
Prophefy muft in all reafon receive 
its fhllfilling and accomplilbment in 
part, in times of the fixth Trumpet. 
For this I take as a fure rule , That 
the fulfilling the Vifions in whole or 
in part , received under each of the 
feven Trumpets, does belong to the 
.. times 
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times of thofe Trumpets under which 
St. John had thofe Vifions, unleft 
there be fbme plain intimation to the 
contrary. As there was when St. 
John had a Vifion under the fixth 
Trumpet concerning the finifbing of 
the myftery of God under the fe- 
venth ; for the nature of the Vifion 
was an exprefs Declaration of it, Chap. 
10. 7. And the nature of the Vifion 
of the holy Cities being trodden un- 
der foot 42 prophetical Months, and 
the Witneffes Prophefying in Sack- 
Cloth \% 6 o prophetical days , will 
not admit of a compleat fullfilling of 
them in lels time than fix of the {even 
Trumpets will take up, or very near 
it ; and therefore could be fullfilled 
but in part under the fixth Trumpet; 
and in part they were fullfilled under 
each of the five former Trumpets. 

Under thefe limitations I think we 
may take it for a general rule which 
Will always hold true, That the fe- 
veral Vifions of the Trumpets will be 
fullfilled in the times of thole Trum- 
pets under which they were feen. Tq 

deny 
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deny this is to deny the proper end 

andufe of the feven Trumpets, which 

are as lb many figns by which to 
know the lucceffion, place and order 
of the leveral Events of the leveral 
Vifions under thofe Trumpets. With- 
out which we Ihould be at a lofs to 
know what time or age of the W orkl 
the things fignified by fuch or luch a 
Vifion might be expefted, ortoun- 
derftand when fuch Vifional Prophe- 
cies were fullfilled when they are 

^ have faid thus much to fhow 
why we (hould not think that the 
reafon why St. John was told by the 
Angel that he muft prophefie again, 
was becaufe thofe prophetical Vifions 
contained in the it Chap, from «r. 
1. to ver. 14. though they were the 
very next he received after he recei- 
ved the open Book from the Angel, 
were luch a new J ett of Prophecies as 
that the fullfilling of them did not at 
all belong to the times of the fixth 
Trumpet, or as if they contained no 
part of the wo of that Trumpet. But 
r now 
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now I fball fhow why* as I conceive* 
St. John might belaid to pfophefie 
again in thole very Prophecies, though 
the fulfilling of them were part of the 
Event of the fixth Trumpet , and 
part of the wo of it. And the realbn 
refpe&s partly the nature of the wo 
to be further brought upon the Em- 
pire as corrupt arid impenitent, as 
different from what had been Prophe- 
fied of, and brought upon it before, 
botli under the fixth Trumpet , as 
allb under the five precedent Trum- 
pets : and partly in refpeft of the A- 
gents by whom this latter part of 
the wo of this fixth Trumpet was 
to be brought on the corrupt Em- 
pire, as different from thole by 
whom the former part of that wo 
was brought upon it , and from 
thole allb who were Executioners of 
thePlagues of the former five Trum- 
pets. 

The Vifions of the five precedent 
Trumpets, reprelented lb many ho~ 
fiilt Calamities, which were to befal 
the Empire lucceffively for their Ido-- 

latry, 
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i latry, and Cruelty to the Church of 
God, with other their abominations. 
And although the wo of the fixth 
Trumpet began tbu<s likewile by the 
Turkifh Invafion andConqueft ; Yet 
the other part of that wo which was 
to follow, was quite of another na- 
ture. For although the wo of the 
fixth Trumpet in its beginning as 
well as the Plagues of all the former 
Trumpets , was brought upon the 
- Empire by thole who were Enemies 
j to the Church of God as well as to 
| the Empire it felf, yet the other part 
j of that wo contained in Vifions in 
the 1 1 Chap, was to be brought upon 
the Empire, the Popedom efpecially 
(continuing ftill impenitent) by 
thole of the Church of God. And 
this not in an hoftile manner as the 
former part of the wo was, but by 
j the Witneffes Prophelying , and by 
j the Reformation, and by pouring out 
j leveral of the Vials of God’s wrath, 
of a more fpiritual nature than the 
Calamities of War , as is delcribed 
and reprefentedby the Vifions in the 
nth Chap. The 
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The Vifions then in the 1 1 th Chap. 
though under the fixth Trumpet,* 
differing fo much as they do, both 
from the Vifions of the former Trum- 
pets, and from the firft Vifion of the 
fixth Trumpet it felf, representing as 
it were a new Scene of Affairs, might 
well be a reafon, not only of the An- 

P els faying unto S. John, Thou muff 
rophely again , but alfo of fuch a 
lolemn preparation to it as is con- 
tained in the io th Chap. And yet 
finceinthe ia th Chap, there begins a 
new fett of Prophecies commencing 
from the firft ftate of the Chriftian 
Church, its polfible the Angel in lay- > 
ing,Thou muft Prophely again, might 
have refpeft to that alfo. But this 
was not until St. John had done with 
his Vifions of all the leven Trumpets. 
And indeed it is in it lelf a very un- 
likely thing, that before he had done 
with thole Vifions of the Trumpets, 
the thing he had in hand, he fhould 
break oft’ from them to begin a new 
Jett or Prophecies , and finifh them, 
and after all to return again to the 

Vifions 


] Vifions of the laft Trumpet, to make 
an eud of his prophetical Vifions tin* 
j derail the Trumpets. 

Having thus prepared the way, I 
fliall come now briefly to confider 
the Vifions and Prophecies themfelves 
| as they are orderly reprefented in this 
v II Chap, and I fliall begin with the 
j Vifion of meafuring the Temple, 
with which that Chapter begins. 

Ver. i. And there was given me a 
reed like unto a Rod ; and the Angel 
flood, faying , Rife, and meafure the 
Temple of God , and the e. Altar , and 
them that xvorjfoip therein. This, we 
' muft note, is not a Hiftory of things 
then done, but a Vifional Prophecy of 
what was to be done in time then to 
come. 

The Temple, Altar , and Wor- 
Ihippers in old Teftament time, did 
fummarily comprize God’s publick 
worfhip ’. for the publick worfhip 
, was performed by the Worfhippers 
in the Temple and at the Altar. And 
by thefe may be here meant the Chri- 
ftian Church worfhip , it being fre- 
B quent 
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quent in this Book to fliadow out the Churehby degrees, had got fuch an 
Antitype by an Old Teftament Head, as to be owned and maintain- 
Type. E j by the Sovereign Powers in the 

Meafuring when apply’d to Tern- ’ Empire. For this meafuring of the 
pie and Altar, as here it is, is wont Temple , and the beginning of the 
to be in order to the building or re* Beafts 42 Months reign, fynchronize, 

building of them ; it being a meta- i as i fhall Ihow on the next Verle: 

phor borrowed from the cuftom of and fo does the meafuring of the 

Architettors who ule to meafure the Temple , and the leaving the out- 

dimenfions of ground, and of the ma* ward Court of it unmeafured. And 

terials of an Edifice to be ere&ed. the leaving the outward Court which 

And by it may be fignified and meant was much larger than the Temple, 

in this place the rebuilding or re-eft a- unmeafured at the lame time the 

blifiiing a Chriftian Temple , or a Temple was meafured, argues plain- 

pure and und’efiled Church-worfhip ly , that the greateft part of the 

and Worfhippers , according to the ' j Church, as it had been reputed, was 

firft Inftitution of thele. at that time grown very corrupt, as 

But for our better underftanding the reafon given in the next Verfe, 

the matter of this Vifion, we mult why the outward Court fhould not 
confider from what time the thing be meafured , does likewife fhow- 

fignified by this Vifion did com- And by this defe&ion the found 

nience ; and that was from the time Christians we re reduced to much the 
in which the grols corruptions in fame necefiity of abftaining from 

worfhip (fuch as was the Invocation Communion in the publick worfhip 

ofSaints, and the giving that honour 1 of the Empire, though called Chri- 
to Creatures which is due only to ftian, as they had been in of forbear- 

God) which had crept into the i n g Communion in the Pagan wor- 

Church B 2 
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fhip, before Ghriftianity became pub- j Ber and under the fame difficult cir- 
lickly owned for the Religion of the 1 C umftances as it was at the firft, 
Empire. And therefore as they were w hile' Paganifm was profeffed as the 
obliged to hold and pra&ife the Com- r ' n U blick Religion of the Empire. And 
munion of Saints in Church worfhip; [his new reformed ftate of theChurch 
lo they were, by way of necelfi ty, ob- an d of its worlhip, having the Sove- 

liged to hold and praftife that Com- re i gn Powers of the Empire againft 
munion more privately and a part j t } a nd far the greateft part of the 

from the more publick Affemblies. people likewife : it did i'ubfift and 

Now this being the ftate and con- carried on in a more private 

dition of the Church, at the time to wa y an d manner than the corrupt 

which this Vifion of meafuring the worfhip by a corrupt people was, and 
Temple, Altar and Worshippers, did t i, at all along until the time of Refor- 
primarily refer , it fairly intimates, mat ion ; and the difference between 
that Almighty God, in his Providence, t j le j„f er Temple and the Outward 
would at this time begin to fet on ' Court, may be a fair indication of it. 
loot a reformed worlhip among a re- ^nd to this pure and reformed 
formed people , or fuch as had not Eftate of the Church , that Vifion 

been corrupted , as differenced from f eems t0 re fer, which is fet down in 

d ie people and worlhip which conti- t |j e g ve Verles of the 14 th Chap. 

ri'i 1 iHllcorrupt , and which were 0 f t h e Revelations, where St. John 

likely ftill to continue fo. And this a „d l 0 a Lamb flood on Mount 

"'. as as 11 ^ ere a ^building of the $ ion, ’ and with him 144000. having 

Chnitian Temple , the Chriftian his Fathers name written in their Fore- 

Cnurch-worfhip, and Worlhippers : heads Thefe are they which were not 

being much of the fame nature, and defiled with Women , for they are Vir- 

carued on much after the fame man- „, ns> Lhefe are they which follow the 

ner, • B 3 Lamb 
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Lamb whitherfocver he goeth : Thefe 

mre redeemed from among men , being 
the firft -fruits untoGod , and to the Lamb. 
i . This Vifion is next adjoined to r 
the Vifion of the Rife of the firft and 
lecond Beaft , the ten Horned, and 
the two horned , related in the for* 
mer Chapter. And that the rife of 
the Beaft , and the leaving the out- 
ward Court of the 1 emple unmea- 
fured at the fame time the Temple it 
felf was meafured, do fynchronize, 

I have been (hewing already , and 
(hall further (how. 2. The place 
where the Lamb and his Company 
are here feen apart from the Beaft and 
his Followers , is Mount Sion , the 
very place where the meafured Tem- 
ple flood , in which the true Wor- 
fhippers worfhipped. 3. The diffe- 
rence between the twoPartiesis made 
vifible and notorious, by the diffe- 
rent marks of them to whom they do 
belong ; The Lambs Followers ha- 
ving his Fathers Name written on 
their Forehead, and the Slaves of the 
Beaft, his mark in their Forehead or 

right 
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right hand. 4. Thefe were notdefi- 
j fed with Women, to be guilty of fpi- 
ritual Fornication in worfhip , as 
j thofe enticed by the Mother of Har- 
lots were; but were Virgins, chaft in 
j their worfhip, not giving out thenv 
Pelves therein to more than one objett 
of worfhip. 5- Thefe were redeem- 
i ed from among men ; that is, they 
were refeued from among the multi- 
tude and rabble that followed the 
Beaft, and were the Firft-fruit toGod 
and to the Lamb, to wit, the firft 
pure Worlhippers that followed the 
Lamb after the Apoftafie came to be 
a fitted bufinefs. Thefe things are 
great Signs, that the Vifion of them 
belongs to the fame times in which 
the reftoring the Chriftian worfhip 
to its purity, firft began after the A- 
poftafie, and which was ligmfied by 
meafuring the Temple and Worfhip- 

^ And as I do not doubt but that this 
ftate of the Church, from the time 
aforefaid down to the Reformation, 
was the fullfilling of this prophetical 
B a Vifion 
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Vifion to a degree , and in the firft 
inftance of it ; lb I as little doubt but 
that the more compleat, andinfome 
relpeft the more eminent accomplilh- 
mentof it was brought to pafs by the 
Reformation begun by Luther, when 
the Publicknefs of the true Chriftian 
worfhip was reftored in leveralKing- 
doms, States and Principalities in the 
Empire, and became owned, main- 
tained and defended by the Sovereign 
Powers in them. For as this Vifion 
was leen by St. John under the fixth 
Trumpet , or among the Vifions of 
that Trumpet, and not before ; fo 
the compleat fullfilling of it muft 
needs reach down to the times of that 
Trumpet, and be effected by the Re- 
formation which was brought to pals 
in thole times. The realonof this 
I have already fhown, and fhall now 
proceed to fome other realbns which 
may facilitate our belief, that the 
former Reformation begun about the 
beginning of the Beads 42 Months 
Reign, and the latter begun by Lu- 
ther, were the fullfilling of this Vifion 

and 
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j and Prophecy of meafuring the Tem- 
ple, Altar and Worfhippers. 
i 1 . Such Vifional and Prophetical 
' ; meafuring as this here is, has been 
wont in other of the Prophets to 
prognofticate and forefhow by way 
| of fign the Reftauration ofGod's pub- 
i lick worfiiip , after it has for a time 
; been fuppreft. Thus the meafuring 
of Jerusalem, and the Temple , af- 
ter fome of the Jews return out of 
their 70. years Captivity, was a fign 
to allure them , that their City and 
Temple Ihould be rebuilt, and their 
publick worlhip reftored. Zech. 2., 
" 1 , 2 . I lift up mine eyes again and. look- 
ed, and behold a man with a meafuring 
line in his hand ; Then / aid I, whither 
goe'st thou ? And he faid unto me, to 
meafure Jerufalem , to fee what is the 
length thereof , and what is the breadth 
thereof. And Chap. 1. 16. Therefore 
thus faith the Lord, 1 am returned to 
Jerufalem with mercies ; my houfe jhall 
be built in it , faith the Lord of Hofts, 
and a line fhall be jlr etched forth upon 
Jerufalem . The meafuring of the 

Temple 
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Terttple ofj krufalem defcribed in Ezek . | upon this fence of this Vifion of St. 

40. 3. and the Chapters following : John , as no other interpretation of it 

prefigure and fbretel a far more fa- \ can, I prefume, pretend to. 
mous reftauration of God’s publick ' 2. The Reformation begun by Lu* 

worfhip among the Jews at laft, than ther 9 by which God’s publick wor- 
what was vouchfafed them after their fhip was reftored in many Kingdoms, 
return from Babylpn , and after a far States and Principalities, is molt likely 
longer Captivity. The erecting the to be the final Event of this Vifional 

holy City, the n zwjemfalem Church meafuring the Temple and Altar, be- 

ftate, as excelling all that had been caufe it fell out at fuch a time as did 

before it, and this after the deftru&i- exactly correfpond with, and anfwer 

on of the City of Babylon , or corrupt to that order of time in which St. 

Church ftate , is fignified and fore- John had this Vifion. And I have 

ihow’d by its being meafured with a fhow’d before, that the Events of Vi- 

goldtn reed, Rev. 21.15. fions feen by St. John under the 

The reftitution then of God’s pub- ' fixth Trumpet, were in whole or in 

lick worfhip being ufually the thing part, to fall out in the times of that 

intended to be forefhown in other | Trumpet at leaft, if not in the fame 
Prophets, by a Vifion of meafuring order they were feen, as this we are 

the wonted places of God’s publick upon feems to have done. For St. 

worfhip , after they have long lain John had this Vifion not only under 

defolate, is a very good reafon why the fixth Trumpet, but alfo after that 

we fhould underftand the fame thing Vifion of the Euphraiean Horfemen s 

to be prefigured by this Vifional mea- over-running the Eafiern Empire. 

furingofSt. John . This Harmony in Now that the Reformation was the 

prophetick Schemes of this nature, is next great Event ofProvidence which 

inch a reafon and ground of fixing fell out in the Weftern Empire, alter 

Upon the 
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the ruine of the Edftern by the Turks, 
appears plainly in Hiftory. For the 
Turks had prevailed fb far in that 
Conqueft, as that in the year 1455. 
they had made themfelves Matters of 
Con ft ant* nop le , the Capital City of 
theEattern Empire. And after this 
the time ran on for more than 50. 
years in completing their Conqueft, 
by fubduing Syrra> Paleftine , and part 
of Egypt , and fome other places which 
had efcaped them before. 

And that which followed a little 
after thefe things, was the Reforma- 
tion begun by Luther in the year 
1517. So that this exquifite agree- 
ment in time and order, between the 
Vifion and the Event of meafuring 
the Temple, is little left than a de- 
monftration, that the Vifion was as 
it were the Type, and the Reforma- 
tion the Antitype of it. It mutt be 
remembred that it is much moreeafie 
for us who come after the time to 
which the place and order of this Vi- 
fion points, to underftand with (ome 
certainty, w hat occurrence is, or has 

been 
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been the fullfilling of it, than it was 
for thole who lived before it to de- 
termine what occurrence fhould af- 
terwards be the proper event of it. 
For when we have feveral events of 
Providence before us which havelal- 
len out in the time of this fixthTrum- 
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the Vifion that was toVbe fullfilled 
in that time. The fullfilling of Pro- 
phetical Vifions do in a great mea- 
fure expound them. To thele reg- 
ions I might add 

That it may farther appear, 
that the Reformation was prefigured 
by meafuring the Temple , by the 
j two Witneffes (by whole prophefy- 
ing it was brought about) being re- 
prefented by three pair of famous Re- 
formers under the Old Teftament, 
to wit, Mofes and Aaron , Elias and 
Elijba , Zertibbabd and J ofhua the High 
Prieft. For the two Witneffes here 
Ipoken.of, are made the Antitype in 
their reforming work, to Mofes and 
Aaron in bringing the people out of 

the 
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the bondage of myftical Egypt ^ they 
had Ifrael out of the bdndage of lite- 
ral Egypt , and to them they are com- 
pared, ver. 6. In this work alfo they 
relembled Eliot with Eli/ha in reco- 
vering the people from Antichriftian 
Idolatry, as they had Ifrael from Ba- 
alijb Idolatry, and to them they are 
compared, ver. 6. But the pair of Old 
i Teftament Reformers, to which the 

j two Witnefles are firft compared, t/er. 

: ; 4. are, we fee, Zerubbabel and Jo/hua, 

j under the Symbol of two Olive 

I j Trees, and two Candlefticks. Which 

l\ I feems to be a fair intimation, that 

Ijl what was forelhow’d by meafuring 

j|| the Temple and Altar juft before 

! j S mentioned, fhould be brought to pals 

jj;f by the two Witnefles refembling 

j; 1 therein Z^rubbabel and Jo/hua , in 

| j their rebuilding the Temple, and re- 

ji ftoring God's publick worlhip. And 

; that it was an intimation of fucha 

S thing is the more likely, becaufe this 

pair of Old Teftament Reformers, 
ij though laft in order of Hiftory of the 

j three made ufe of in this Chapter, arp 



yet 
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| yet firft in the companion here made 
between them and the Witnefles. And 
I why lb ? But becaule this pair of Re- 
? formers in their rebuilding the Tem- 
ple, and reftoring God s publick wor- 
lhip in their time, did belt ferve to ex- 
hibit in a figure what the twoWitnef- 
fes were to do in reftoring God’s pub- 
lick worlhip by theReformation.This 
reafon fhows the fence given of mea- 
furing the Temple and Altar, to be a- 
greeable to the general feope and de- 
fign of the following Vifions as well 
as this, which all run uponReforma- 
tion work to be brought about by the 
Witnefles. This confideration, to- 
gether with the agreeablenels of this 
fence, with other prophetick Schemes 
concerning the reftitution of God’s 
j publick worlhip, prefigured by a like 
meafuring the Temple, do render the 
fence given to be the moft natural, 
and the moft eafie. 

Ver. 2. But the Court which it with- 
out the Temple , leave out and meafure 
it not , for it is given to the Gentiles ; 
and the holy City /ball they tread under 
foot 42 months. This 
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Tills Items to be a Vifional Pro- 
phecy, that the Reformation andre- 
ftauration of God's publick worlhip, 
fignified by meafuring the Temple, 
fhould be brought to pafs but in part 
of the Weftern Empire , and that in 
the reft of it, the former corruptions 
which had been brought into the 
Church, fhould ftill prevail until the 
42 Months of Years fhall be run out. 
Which 42 Months are to be reckoned 
to commence from the time in which 
thole corruptions having crept into 
the Church more privately and by de- 
grees had got fuch an head, and had 
lo far prevailed, as to be owned and 
maintained by the Sovereign Powers 
of the Empire. This appears in that 
the ten horned Beaft had power given 
him, as to make War with the Saints, 
and to overcome them, lb to conti- 
nue 42 Months, 1 5. 5, 7. So 
that the beginning of this 42 Months 
is to be dated from the beginning of 
this BeaftsReign,and to laft no longer 
than till the Reformation firft took 
place : for this outer Court was not 

to 
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to be meafured in order to its- being 
rebuilded as the T emple was. 

I cannot but take notice here, that 
this meafuring the Temple and Altar 
cannot refer to the pure ftate of the 
Church before it fell into grofs cor- 
ruption, as lome would have it, who 
fuppofe this meafuring to import the 
Church at this time to be commenfu- 
rate to the divine rule. But if by the 
outward Court of the Temple, and 
the Gentiles which were to tread the 
holy City under foot, be meant the 
corrupt and degenerate part of the 
Church as is generally held it is; 
Then the mealuring of the Temple 
here cannot refer to fueh a time or 
ftate of the Church in general, where- 
in it continued as yet pure and uncor- 
rupt, and commeulurate to the holy 
rule. And the realbn is, becaule at 
the fame time to which the meafu- 
ring the Temple and Altar do refer, 
the outward Court of it was incom- 
menfurate ; that is, the greatell part 
of the Church was lo corrupt, as 
made them uncapable of being taken 
C iuto 
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into the number of the Worfhippers the happy Reformation and Reftitu- 
in the Inner Temple which was mea- tion of Sods publick worfhip in many 

fured. And thus it was with that [ Kingdoms, States, and Principalities, 
part of the corrupt Church which within the Weftern Empire , and is 
continued ftill unreformed in the time {fill carried on by their prophefy- 
of that Reformation begun by Luther, ing # 

when this VifionalProphecy was com- Which Reformation was a great 

pleatly fulfill'd, and eminently alfo, ] Victory, obtained over the Beaft, 

in that the pure and uncorrupt wor* wherein he loft a great part ol his 

fhip was reftored to an open and pub- Dominions and of his power , and 

lick enjoyment of it. was celebrated with a Triumphant 

Ver. 3. And l will give power to my Song called, the Song of Mofes and of 

two Witneffes , and they fhaH prophefy a the Lamb , Chap. 1^,2. And this Vi- 

thvtifand two hundred andthrtefcore days ftory and the loft fuftained by it, was 

clothed in fackcloth. < . one confiderable part of the wo of the 

The time of thefe Witneffes pro- fixth Trumpet upon the Beflian Party 

phelying we fee is equal to the time in the Weftern Empire, as the Tur- 

of the Gentiles prophaning the holy kifh Conqueft was another on the 

City : their prophefying began with Eaftern. For it was and has been a 

that, and runs parallel with it to the fore cut to them, being no left than 

end of its race. They bare their Te- a partial downtal of the Kingdom of 

ftimony for God and for his truth and the Beaft. And unto this part of the 
pure worfbip , and againft the con- fecond wo has been and will be ad- 

trary corruptions which had got into ded under this Trumpet, a great part 

the Church. And this prophefying 1 * of the plagues of the Vials, called the 
of theirs all along from the beginning feven laft plagues, 

of the Beafts reign, produced at Jaft Ver. 4. Thefe are the two Olive 

the C 2 Trees > 
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Trees, and the two Candlefiicks fiand- 
j ing before the God of the Earth. Mean- 

| ing that thefe two Witneffes in their 

i work were like unto Zerubbabel and 

;| Jofhua in theirs , who ftrengthened 

I the hands of the Jews in their rebuild- 

j ing their City and T emple in a trou- 

blous time, and under very great op- 
pofition ; upon account whereof they 
were reprelented to the Prophet Zj- 
chary in a Vifion, as two Olive Trees, 
and in the midft a Candleftick with 
two Branches receivingOyl from the 
Olive Trees ; by thefe in feeding the 
Lamps, the Tabernacle in the Wil- 
dernels was made lightfome in the 
darkeft night, Z*ch. 4 . 

Ver. 5 . And if any man will hurt 
them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, 
and devoureth their Enemies : and if 
any man will hurt them , he mufl in this 
manner be billed. 

This leems to let forth in general, 
the cffe£t which the prophelying of 
the two Prophets , after the Refor- 
mation, fhould have upon their Ad- 
verlaries; they fhould be devoured 

by 
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by the fire which proceeded out of 
their mouths. Not that it Ihould 
I make an end of them prelently ; fuch 
' prophetick Schemes are not lo to be 
underftood. But the meaning rather 
is, that the word of their Prophecy, 
which is the fire which proceedeth 
out of their mouth, fhould leize on 
their Adverlaries and arreft them in 
the name of the Lord , from which 
they fhould never get themfelves dif- 
charg’d until it Ihould bring them in- 
to utter ruin, they continuing impeni- 
tent. Thus the word of the Prophets 
of old was laid to take hold of the 
Sinners againft w'hom it was denoun- 
ced, Zech. 1.6. But my words which 
I commanded my Servants the Pro- 
phets, did they not take hold of your 
Fathers? Yes moft certainly they did, 
fo that they were never dtfeharged 
after, until the evil denounced againft 
them was a&ually brought upon 
them, as it there follows. Thus a- 
gain ; I have hewed them by theProphets , 
1 have (lain them by the words of my 
month , faith God, Hof. 6. 5- Fi re as 
C $ here 
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here proceeding out of the Mouth of 
the Witnelfes , and devouring their 
Adverfaries , is to be underftood as 
that in “Jer. 5. 14. Behold, I will make * 
my words in thy mouth fire , arid this 
people wood, and it fball devour them. 

And whereas it is added here, with 
a redoubling of words , if any man 
will hurt them, he mull: in this man-* 
ner be killed, it affords us a good rea- 
fon why we fhould the rather believe 
what 1 hinted formerly , which was 
that the latter part of the wo of the 
lixth Trumpet is of a much different 
nature from the former part of it. 
The former part of it confided in a ' 
plague of War, as Ifhow’d: but this 
latter part of it of a torment and vex- 
ation of a more Ipiritual nature, fuch 
as is the proper effc£t of the Witnef- 
fes prophefying, or a being devoured 
by fire proceeding out of their mouth. 
And in laying- if any man will hurt 
them he muff in this manner be kill’d, 
he feepns thereby to delcribe the na- . 
ture of the plagues of thole Vials, or 
of moft of them which were to be 
* poured 


! and Order of Occurrences. 3 5 

poured out under the fixth Trumpet, 
j upon the Enemies ot the Witnefles. 
j Now that the prophefying of the 
> Witneffes againft their Adverfaries, 
has been and is matter of prefent wo 

and torment to their minds, and fuch 

as has greatly inraged them front 
time to time , may eafily be concei- 
ved. For the Witnelfes are wont to 
denounce from the word of the Lord 
the approaching ruine and utter de- 
ftruftion of myftical Babylon, with all 
its pomp and glory : And not only 
lo, but alfo , that whoever they be 
that worlhip the Bead and his Image, 
and receive his mark in their forehead 
or in their hand, the fame lhall drink 
of the Wine of the wrath of God 
which is poured out without mix- 
I ture into the Cup of his indignation, 
and lhall be tormented with Fire 
and Brimftone , in the prefence of 
the holy Angels , and of the Lamb, 
and the like. Now this and fuch like 
Fire which proceedeth out of the 
Witnelfes mouth, will be apt more 
or lefs to kindle in the minds of their 
C 4 Adver-. 
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Adverfories, and toflafh like lighten* 
ing into their Confciences , as not 
knowing whatever Face they fet up- 
on it , but that thefe and fuch like 
threatnings belong to them. They 
may, as there is the greateft reafon 
they fhould, be jealous whether there 
be not fbme fmell of the fire of Hell 
in their Confciences, when that Fire 
is darted into them which proceedeth 
out of the mouth of the Witneffes, 
and whether it may not prove a fa- 
vour of death unto death to them. 
And if fuel] prophefying of the Wit* 
neffes produce any fuch fears and jea- 
loufies in their Adverfaries , it muft 
needs make their lives very uneafy to 
them : For fear bath torment , faith St. 
ffohn , and a wounded (fir it who can 
bear ? faith Solomon . And that the pro- 
phesying of the Witneffes is wont to 
torment their Enemies , is very evi- 
dent from the 10. ver. of this Chap. 
where it's faid , thefe twa Prophets 
tormented them that dwelt upon the 
Earth. 

Yer. 6 . Thefe have power to (hut 

heaven 
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| heaven that it rain not , in the days of 
their prophecy, and have power over wa- 
\ fers to turn them to blood , and to / mite 
' the earth with all plagues , as often as 
they will. 

In this Verie we have fome inftan- 
ces of the way and manner of the 
Witneffes tormenting their Enemies : 
As firft in fhutting Heaven that it 
rain not in the days of their prophecy. 
Herein alluding to what Elias did 
in the days of Ahab, in caufing it not 
to rain in three years and fix 
Months. But the Witneffes thus 
Ihutting Heaven that it rain not in 
the days of their prophecy which laft- 
eth three years and a half alfo of pro- 
phetical years, is not to be undei ftood 
literally as that was, but myftically. 
And by the rain here laid to be re- 
ftrained by the Witneffes, is probably 
meant the great and rich confolations 
of the Gofpei, which revive and re- 
frefh penitent Souls , as rain from 
Heaven doth the parched and thirfty 
ground when it falls upon it. And 
the Witneffes reftrain this rain from 

falling 
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falling upon the followers , of the when fpiritually called Egypt. And 
Bead, as Elias did the other from it contains two of the leven laft 

falling upon the followers of Baal, Plagues , called the Plagues of the 

by tedifying and pronouncing from ' ’ Vials, to wit, the fecond and third 
the word of the Lord, that the Hea- of them, as we may lee by compa- 

venly and Evangelical Conlolations ; ring thefe words with thole in Chap. 
do not at all belong to them while 16, 3 & 4. Ver. And thefecond An - 

they continue in their Idolatrous, and gel pored forth his Vial upon the Sea ; 

Other enormous practices. But if they and it became as the blood of a dead man ; 

would once ceafe from dedroyingthe and every living Soul died in the Sea. 

Lords Prophets, and put away Baal's And the third Angel poured out his Vial 

Prieds , and return to worlhip the upon the Rivers and Fountains of W «* 

true Eternal God only, they might ters, and they became blood. 

expeft aboundance of this rain from But we are not to underdand wa- 

Heaven, as the Jfraelites had of the ters here in a proper fence, as thofe 

other as loon as they became re- • in Egypt were, but in a fpiritual and 
formed. mydical fence, as Egypt it felf is here. 

And have power over Waters to turn as was but now fnow’d. And by 
them to Blood. waters in a mydical fence, we can 

This power of the Witnelfes in underdand nothing more properly 

bringing thefe plagues upon the great than doctrines concerning fpiritual 

City fpiritually called Egypt, v. 8. is things, things which concern the life 

in allufion to one of the Egyptian of the Soul, if found and whollom, 

Plagues by the hand of Mofes. But it . or the death and dedruftion of it, it 
is not literally to be underdood, as . corrupt. Even as the waters in E- 
the art of Mofes is, but fpiritually, gypt concerned the life and health of 

or mydically , as the great City is the body before they became blood, 

when but 
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but afterwards tended to the deftru- 
ftion of both, if any were fo mad as 
to drink of them. I need not give 
inftances to fhow how frequently in 
Scripture we are to underftand Do- 
ftrines and Ordinances of worlhip, 
covered with the metaphors of wa- 
ter, it being a thing fo well known. 
Here we fee are two forts of water 
turned to Mood, the waters of theSea, 
and the waters of the Rivers and 
Fountains : The former as the effeQ; 
of the effufion of the fecond Vial, and 
the latter as the effe& of theeffufion 
of the third. By the waters of the 
Sea may be underftood the corrupt 
Do&rines of the Council of Treaty 
impofed upon men to be received as 
waters of life drawn out of the Wells 
of Salvation , as things neceffary to 
be believed and praftifed, in order tO ( 
the obtaining Salvation. The Sea 
in a proper fence, is a Colleftion of 
many waters flowing into it , into 
one Body : All the Rivers run into 
the Sea, faith Solomon. And thus the 
Council of Trent might be a Sea in a 

myftical 
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myftical fence, becaufe of the flow- 
ing of Bifhops and DoCtors into it, 

} from all popifh quarters to bring in- 
to one body a multitude of corrupt 
DoCtrines and Pofitions which were 
ratified and confirmed by their au- 
thority, as if they had been indeed 
waters of life, and fuch as wholbever 
fhould drink fhould live for ever. 

And the Witneffes, Biflbops, Do- 
ctors and other of the Reformation, 
turned thefe waters into blood, like 
the corrupt blood of a dead man, not 
by making them fuch, but by difco- 
vering and proving them to be fuch 
by preaching and writing, and that 
men could no more live eternally by 
drinking thofe waters, than Fifh can 
live in the Sea, in cafe it were turned 
into blood, like the blood of a dead 
Man. And by doing thus they ju- 
ftified the work ofReformation, and 
their own feparation fromtheChurch 
of Rome , and ftrengthened the Re- 
formed intereft more and more, to 
the great vexation and torment of 
their Adverfaries. 


But 
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But then hereupon, the choiceftof 
the men of learning and parts among 
the unreformed Party, undertook 
the vindication and defence of the 
corrupt Doftrines of the Council of 
Trent againft our reformed Divines. 
And thefe were but as Rivers and 
Fountains, deriving their ftreams 
from their Sea, and returning them 
back again into it. But then our Re- 
formed Authors did moft effe&ually 
confute them , and thereby turned 
thole waters into blood allb in the 
fence aforelaid. 

Thele transactions falling out in 
the times of the fixth Trumpet, un- 
der which Trumpet the Villon of 
thele things was leen , and that in 
courle after the Vifion of the Refor- 
mation alio; it may incline us the 
rather to think this event 6f Provi- 
dence to be the proper event and full- 
filling of this Vifion. 

The interpretation of the third 
Vial concerning the turning the Ri- 
vers and Fountains into blood, others 
carry another way, who would have 

the 
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the Ihedding the blood of Ibrne few 
Jefoits and Priefts, by virtue of lome 
fingiiinary Laws made againft their 
labouring to leduce Subjetts to own 
a fdreign luperiour power over their 
lawful Sovereigns , to be meant by 
! turning the Rivers and Fountains in- 
to blood. To which they add the 
overthrow and deftruftion which the 
Spanilh Armado received in attempt- 
ing to reduce this Nation to the Ro- 
milh Yoke. Which interpretation 
feems to receive countenance from 
the faying of the Angel upon the Ri- 
vers and Fountains becoming blood : 
Thou art righteous , 0 Lord, which art, 
and waft, and j bait be ; becanfe thou haft 
judged thus : For they have jhed the 
blood of Saints and Prophets, and thou 
haft given them blood to drink , for they 
are worthy. Chap. 1 6. <|, 6. But this 
fcncedoes not feem to agree with the 
myftical nature which has been ob- 
ferved in thele Villons all along. And 
befides, the forelaid laying of the An- 
gelas capable of A myftical fence as 
well as all the reft which were before 

it. 
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it. For it is juft with God, after ail 
the means uled, to bring thofe to re- 
pentance who ftili perfift in their ma- 
licious fhedding the blood of Saints* 
when they have opportunity, to give 
them up to fuch an injudicious mind* 
as to drink down thofe corrupt Do- 
ttrines, as believing them to be Wa- 
ters of Life , when indeed they are 
deftru&ive of the health of their Souls. 
It’s foretold of the followers of the 
man of fin , that becaule they recei- 
ved not the love of the truth, that 
they might be laved , that for this 
caule God fhall lend them ftrong de- 
lufion, that they fhould believe a lie ; 
that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had plea- 
lure in unrighteoufnels, 2 Thejf. 2. xo. 
And whether of thefe fences is moft 
likely to be the right , or whether 
both may not be intended, I leave to 
be confidered. 

And to finite the Earth with all 
Plagues as often as they will. 

Thele words contain another part 
of the power of the two Witnefles ; 

they 


and Order of Occurrences. 4 ? 

they have power not only to turn 
. waters into blood, but allb to finite 
j the Earth with all Plagues as often as 
f often as they will. Which argues 
ftili, that the latter part of the wo of 
! the fixth Trumpet, confifteth much 
| in fuch plagues as the Adverfaries of 
i the Witnefles fuffer by their prophe- 
fying, rather, than from any hoftile 
attempts, either from them, or from 
any others. For with this lort of 
plagues it may moft properly be laid, 
they had power to finite them as oft 
as they have a mind to it. 

This general aflertion touching 
their power of fmiting the Earth 
with all plagues, following immedi- 
ately upon that particular aflertion of 
their having power to turn Waters 
into Blood, the words feem to inti- 
mate, that as they have power to in- 
flift thofe two plagues of thefecond 
and third Vial, by turning the Waters 
into Blood, fo they have power alfo 
to finite the Earth with the reft of the 
plagues of the Vials in courle, though 
thev be not here particularly named. 
y D For 
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For if they have power to finite the 
Earth with all plagues , then tKe 
plagues of the Vials muft needs be 
included in that all , if not only meant * 
by it. Befides, if we compare Chap. 

1 6. i. with the Text in hand, it may 
further incline us to think the plagues 
of the Vials were the plagues where- 
with the Witneffes had power to 
finite the Earth. For it’s laid there, 

/ hear d a great Voice out of the Temple, 
faying to the feven ^Angels , Go your 
ways and pour out the Vials df the wrath 
of God upon the Earth. For to finite 
the Earth with plagues, and to pour j 
out the Vials of wrath upon thcEarth, 
feem to fignifie the feme thing. This 
has refpeft to the plagues of the Vials 
in general. 

But more particularly , by the 
fmiting the Earth by the Witneffes 
here , the effufion of the firft Vial 
may be hinted at, .which was poured 
out upon the Earth, Rev . 1 6. 2. Upon 
which there fell a grievous and noi- j 
fome fore upon the men which had 
the mark of the Bead: (as they efpe^ 

* cially 
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cially have who are in Orders under 
the Beaft, and have the indelible Cha- 
! rafter) and upon them thatworfhip- 
ped his Image. . By which may be 
meant not only their envy and exul- 
(•erated fury againft the Witneffes ; 
but alfo the untleannefs and other 
lewdnefs of thofe men, together with 
their, grofs Hypocrify , which upon 
difcovery thereof then made by the 
Witneffes, appeared as lb many foul 
botches uponbithem , to their great 
fhame and horrible vexation, and to 
the weakening of their intereft ; 10 
that they could no more ftand before 
the Witneffes , than the Magicians 
of Egypt could ftand before Mofes 
when the boyl was upon them. 

If it be matter of doubt to any 
whether thofe evils I have mentioned 
carl be the proper effeft of the Vials, 
fince they are of fo fpiritual a nature, 
aud fo little affeft and ftrike the fen* 
fes. Let fuch confider, That there 
•is a great difference between the 
plagues of theTrumpets, in their nrft 
appearance , and thofe of the Vials 
D 2 that 




I 
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that follow , as we find under this 
fixth Trumpet. The plagues of all 
the Trumpets which have yet been 
blown, have been ufbered in, and 
made their entrance with an awaken- 
ing noil'e and obfervation , making 
themlelves to be taken notice of by 
all. For they have rufhed in upon 
the Empire by fix fucceflive Judg- 
ments of War, as the common in- 
terpretation of the events of thole 
Trumpets fliow. And indeed the 
very founding of a Trumpet, is very 
fignificant of fuch a thing. The 
blowing of a Trumpet is frequently 
ufed in Scripture , as an Alarm of 
War approaching, and of the Cala- 
mities which ufually attend it. 

But the plagues of the Vials which 
have been already poured out, have 
fallen in a more filent way, and left 
difcernable by moft, being of a more 
fpiritual nature. For as I formerly 
obferved , when the dreadful judg- 
ment of the conquering War of the 
Turks, by which the wo of the fixth 
Trumpet made its entrance into the 

Empire, 
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] Empire, did not work repentance in 
thedegenerateChriftians of their Ido- 
latries and other enormous practices : 
then there followed other ; means of 
Convi&ion and cure of a morefpm- 
tual nature, fuch was the Reforma- 
tion, the Witneffes prophefying and 
pouring out fome of the Vials and the 
like. Which proving inefteaual, as 
to their cute, through their own ob- 
ftinacy, became fo many tormenting 
plagues to them, but not lo vifible to 
all as the Turkilh conqueft was. But 
when I lay this has been the nature 
of the Vials already paft, I dare not 

fey but thole to come may be oflome- 
what a different nature in whole or 
in part, elpecially the laft of them, 
which is like to produce both great 

and vifible Judgments. 

The things hitherto lnfifted on, 
confidered, do I conceive afford us a 
fufficient ground to conclude that 
part of the Vials (and probably the 
.greateft part of them) were to be 
poured out between the time or the 
Reformation and the ending of t ie 
D 1 fixth 
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fixth Trumpet. For ; the order of 
time fin which the Vifions of thele 
Occurrences were teen, and the or- 
der and fucceffion of the Occurrences 1 
thertifelves direft us to this conclu- 
fion, according to the rule formerly 
laid down for the underftanding the 
proper time and order of events, and 
fulfilling prophetical Vifions, by the 
time when and under what Trumpet 
they were teen. And the Vifion of 
the Witnefles turning the Waters in- 
to Blood , and of their Imiting the 
Earth with all plagues as often as 
they will, is next or near next the Vi- 
fion of mealuring the Temple, and * 
the other parts of that Vifion, and of 
the Reformation fignified thereby; 
and yet is before the ending of the 
fixth Trumpet, which comes not to 
a period till after the Daughter and 
refiurretiion of the Witnefles which 
follow after that of the Witnefles 
turning the Waters into Blood, 
Befides, we may tee that the be- . 
ginning of the effufion of the Vial, 
does prefently follow upon the Vi- 
ctory 
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ftory obtained over the.Beaft, bv 
comparing Chip. 15. with Chap. 16. 
and vet that Viftory (as is granted) 
was obtained by the Reformation. 
Since then this Reformation feu out 
under the fixth Trumpet, and the 
turning Waters into Blood, followed 
pretently upon the Reformation,and 
vet before the ending of the fixth 
Trumpetj it is a ptafo an< ^, pregnant 
intimation that thofe Vials were 
poured out in the times of the fixth 
Trumpet by the effufion of which 
the Waters were turned into Blood. 

But it may be it will be faid, that 
if this Vifion of the Witnefles turning 
Waters intoBlood was feen under the 
fixth Trumpet , and that the fecond 
and third Vial were thereby meant, , 
and that this Vifion and Prophecy 
was accordingly to be fulfill d m the 
time of the fixth Trumpet , Then 
why are they not here mentioned 
by their name Vials , as they are in 
Chap. 16. which is their proper 

place - D 4 T° 
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To this I anfwer , It was not ne- 
ceflary , nor indeed convenient , to 
have them delcribed by their name 
in this place, becaufe if they had, we 
fhould have had them but in piece- 
meal ; for they were not all to take 
place under the fixth Trumpet, and 
therefore not to be all mentioned in 
this Vifion, which was a Vifion, or 
part of a Vifion of that Trumpet. It 
was moft meet to relerve the name 
and number of the Vials unto the time 
and place where they are all let down 
in their proper order , to the end it 
might be the better known which 
was to take place firft, and which 
next, and lo on to the laft. The 16. 
Chap, does not at all acquaint us un- 
der what Trumpet, or about what 
time this or that Vial was to be pour- 
ed out ; that is, to be learned from 
the Villons of the Trumpets them* 
ielves. How fliould we have known 
for inftance, that the fecond and third 
Vials , befides others •, were to be 
poured out in time of the fixth Trurq- 

pct, 
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pet, if we had not met with their 
Charafler in a Vifion of the fixth 
Trumpet, by which they are delcri- 
” bed in the 16. Cty. 

If it were any good argument to 
prove that none of the Vials were to 
be poured out in the time of the fixth 
Trumpet, in as much as they are not 
mentioned by their name and title in 
any of the Villons under that Trum- 
pet, it would as well be an argument 
to prove , that none of them will be 
poured out in the time of the leventh 
Trumpet neither, and conlequently, 
that there fhall be no effufion of the 
Vials at all. For there is not any one 
of the Vials mentioned by name in 
the Villons of the leventh Trumpet. 
But if the mentioning of the laft Vial 
under its proper Charafter , in one 
of the Vifions of the leventh Trum- 
pet, be an argument to prove, that 
the laft Vial will be poured out in the 
time of the laft Trumpet , as moft 
certainly it is (Chap. 11. 19. with 
Chap. 16.18.) Then the mentioning 
the fecond and third Vial under their 

proper 
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proper Chara&er , itf one of , the 
Vifions of the fixth Trumpet, muft 
needs be a good argument to prove, 
that thole Vials were to be poured 
out in the times of that Trumpet- I 
do not mention the fecond and third 
Vial here , as if there were no more 
to be poured out in the time of the 
fixth Trumpet ; but I mention thefe 
only, becaufe the Charafter of thefe 
is exprefs and unexceptionable, though 
there is fufficient intimation of more 
of the Vials in the fame Vifion, though 
not fo exprefs. 

I add yet farther, that to have de- 
ferred the feven Vials, by their 
name, number and order, as in Chap. 
16. before the Vifions of the feven 
Trumpets had been brought to an 
iflue, and the rehearfal of them fi- 
nifhed, would have been a confound- 
ing one feven with another, the fe- 
ven Trumpets with the feven Vials, 
and a breaking the line of difeourfe 
concerning the Trumpets. For the 
avoiding oi which perhaps it was, 
that when in the time of the fixth 

Trumpet 
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Trumpet feven thunders uttered 
] their Voices , the Angel would not 
fuffer St. John to write them, and to 
' fet down in particular what each 
Voice declared : he would not have 
the things of the feven thundering 
Voices mingled with the things of 
the feven Trumpets, nootherwife 
than by feme hints in general, 
j There is another objection which 
is levied againft any of theVials at all, 
being poured out in the times of the 
fixth Trumpet ; and the reafon and 
ground. on which it is founded, is 
this. The feven Vials are called the 
j feven laft Plagues, which yet they 
could not be unlels the firft plagues, 
which are the plagues of the Trum- 
pets, were to take place before 
them. 

But I anfwer, That the feven Vi- 
als are not faid to be the feven la.fi 
plagues for that reafon, becaufe they 
fucceed the plagues of the Trumpets, 
but for another reafon, which the 
Text it felf affigns, in which they are 
j ftiled the laft plagues , and that is, 
| j/-.- becaufe 
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becaufe in them is filed, up the wrath of 
God,. Rev. 15. l. And I faw another 
ftgn in Heaven great and marvellous, 
feven Angels having the f even laft 
plagues ; for in them is filled up the 
vprath of God. They are called the 
laft plagues therefore , becaufe no 
more fhall fucceed them , but they 
fhall finifh the work defigned to be 
done by plagues ; in them is filled up 
the wrath of God, or in them is fi~ 
nifhed the wrath of God ; fb Do£tor 
Hammond reads it. And accordingly 
upon the pouring out of the laft of 
the feven Vials,: its laid, There came a 
great Voice out of theTemple of Heaven 
from the Throne , faying, it is done . 
Rev. 16. 17. The Vials then are not 
called the feven laft plagues, becaufe 
other plagues went before them, but 
becaufe no other (hall follow af- 
ter them for the finifhing the work, 
for which the plagues both of the 
Trumpets and the Vials were de- 
figned. And indeed if any other 
plagues had been to fucceed them, 
they could not have been the laft: 

Which 
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Which ftill Ihows , thiit the proper 
reafon why they are called , the laft 
plagues , is becaufe no more are to 
follow: in them will be filled up the 
wrath of God to the full 
But having laid this in way of an- 
fwer , I (ball now Ihow, that the 
plea for placing all the Vials tinder 
the feventh Trumpet, in. oppofition 
j to Mr. Mede , who placeth moft of 
I them under the fixth ; is built on a 
j great overfight, or miftake. For 
though the Author of the plea makes 
two Setts of plagues fucceeding one 
another, that of the Vials to follow 1 
that of the Trumpets , yet he does 
not make that of the Trumpets to 
confift of feven plagues anfwerable to 
the feven Trumpets (which he ought 
to have done, if he would make one 
i entire fett of them) but only of fix of 
| them. For in one place he faith, the 
1 Trumpet plagues are juft fix as well as 
i the Vial plagues feven. And again he 
1 ■ faith, the whole Jet or number of the la 
! plagues of the Vials, are fo called, in i t - 
fpeft of the whole ftt, or number of </:e 

pi a 1 tes 
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plagues of tbe'ftk Trumpeii. I And then 
in another place he arguetft to this 
effeft. For it being laid of every one 
of the feveri laft plagues, 1 that it is the 
laft, it mull be fo in relpefifcof all the 
foregoing plagues in the former con- 
ceived Series, elle it will be falfly cal- 
led the laft/nor would there be {even 
laft plagues in number. F6r no more 
of the leven ican be faid in tefpeft of 
the precedent plagues to be the laft; 
than luch as follow alt ihelplaguet pre- 
cedent, after they have . expired, that 
isrto lay, unlefs tire frrft of the laft 
plagues expire after the laft of the 
farmer Series, 5 the enunciation is 
falle. .Again, he lays, It is plain to 
every one at foil fight, that is not 
blinded with prejudice; That every 
one of the leven laft plagues mull be 
later than any one of : thole plagues; 
in refpefl of which they are termed 
the laft. ; s. 

This arguing feems plaufible upon 
luppofition, that the plagues of the ' 
Trumpets had been but fix, and the 
plagues of the Vials, called the leven 

laft 
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■ laft plagues for that realbn, becaufe 
they fucceed the plagues of the fix 
Trumpets. But fuppofing what 
will prefently be proved, that all the 
(even plagues of the leven Trumpets 
make but one intire lett of plagues, as 
the Vials do another, the forelaid rea- 
foning, if grounded thereon, would 

j be moft abnird and falle. For then 
| to fay, that every one of the leven 
laft plagues mud be later than any 
one of thole plagues , in relpeO: of 
which, they are termed the laft, 
would be to fay , that every one of 
the plagues of the leven Vials mull 
be later, and follow after the plague 
of the leventh Trumpet it lelf, which 
to affirm, what can be more ablurd, 
or more untrue ? 

And Ihould we inftead of the Au- 
thor^ calling the Trumpet-plagues 
the foregoing plagues, but call them 
the / even foregoing plagues of the 
Trumpets, the conlequence of the 

■ reasoning here ufed , would fuffici- 
ently evince it impoflible , that the 
feven laft plagues are lo called, be- 

caule 
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caufe they follow the feven plagues 
of the Trumpets. As for Example ; 
It being laid of every one of the feven 
laft plagues, that it is the laft, it mud: 
be foin refpefl: of all the feven fore- 
going plagues of the Trumpets, elfe 
it will be falfly called the For no 
more of the feven can be laid in re- 
fpeft of the feven preceding plagues 
of the Trumpets to be the laft, than 
fuch as follow all the feven precedent 
plagues of the Trumpets after they 
have expired ; that is to fay, unlels 
the firft of the Vial plagues expire 
after the laft of the feven Trumpet- 
plagues, the enunciation is falfe,w^ 
in laying, it is one of the laft plagues. 
This way of realbning we fee , if it 
proves any thing, proves, that none 
of the plagues of the Vials are to take 
place till after the laft of the feven 
Trumpet-plagues are expired. Which 
is a thing I know the Author himfelf 
does not believe, who holds that the 
times of the feventh Trumpet will 
laft not only to the final overthrow of 
all Autichriftian Powers, and to the 

bringing 
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bringing in theblefled Millennium, but 
alfo to the end of the World. The 
abfiirdity then of' the opinion, that 
the feven Vials are called the feven 
laft plagues for that reafbn, becaufe 
they follow after all the plagues of 
the feven Trumpets, is argument fuf- 
ficient, if there were no other, to 
fhow that they are not faid to be the 
laft plagues upon that account. And 
if not upon that account, I know not 
for what other reafbn they can be 
called the feven laft plagues, but on- 
ly that which the Angel has given, 
and I have already named, to wit, 
becaufe in them is filled up the wrath 
of God. For the Particle [for] in 
that place carries the force of a rea- 
fon — the feven laft plagues, [for] 
in them is filled up the wrath of 
God. 

Now that the entire fett or number 
of the Trumpet-plagues were feven, 
is fb plain, that nothing can be plain*, 
er, if we fuppofe the firft fix to be 
Plague-Trumpets ; for the fifth, fixth 
and feventh, are in fpecial called wo 
E Trumpets. 
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Trumpets. And therefore by what 
Warrant the Author (who ever he is) 
hath limitted them to fix , he doth 
not acquaint us, nor can I imagine. 
Only he ftrongly conceives, but does 
not prove, that the effufion of all the 
Vials follows after the fixth Trumpet. 
And the reafon he alledges for it is, 
becaufe the Vials follow after the Vi- 
ctory got over the Beaft, they being 
fet down in the 16 Chap, but the Vi- 
ctory over the Beaft in the 1 5 th . But 
this is far from proving, that the ef- 
fufion of all the Vials muft needs fol- 
low the ending of the fixth Trumpet, 
becaufe the Victory over the Beaft 
was obtained by the Reformation, be- 
tween which and the ending of the 
fixth Trumpet , we have notice of 
feveral of the Vials by their proper 
Characters, as l have fhowed before : 
So that the Vials might well enough 
follow that Victory over the Beaft, 
and yet take place under the fixth 
Trumpet. 

Two things may be laid in favour 
of Mr. Med ? s Judgment in holding 

fix 
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fix of theVials have and will be pour- 
ed out under the fixth Trumpet. Fir ft 
that the wo of the fixth Trumpet* 

' which at firftfell on the Eaftern Em- 
pire by the prevailing power of the 
Turks, continues ftill and lies heavy 
upon it unto this day, after three or 
four of the Vials have been poured 
out. In refpeCt of that as well as in 
other refpeas, it cannot yet be laid 
the fecond wo is paft. Nor will it 
be paft until the effufion of the fixth 
Vial, if by pouring out that Vial up- 
on the great River Euphrates, and the 
drying up the Water thereof, be meant 
the dilfolution of the Turkifh Mo- 
narchy, as it is thought it is, when 
compared with the latter end of the 
1 1 “■ of Daniel. Secondly, When we 
confider , that the proper Event of 
the feventh Trumpet will be the 
finilhingthe myftcry of God declared 
to the Prophets, we have nation to 
think we are not yet in the Times of 
. the feventh Trumpet , becaufe we 
have reafon to think nothing of that 
which will be properly the fin tilling 
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of tliatMyftery of God, is yet brought 
to pafs , fuch as will be the laft and 
irrecoverable overthrow of the power 
and rule of the Churches Enemies, 
and the great enlargement andover- 
Ipreading power of the Church. But 
of this more will be laid when we 
come to the Vifion of the feventh 
Trumpet. 

Thus far we have feen what the 
Witnefles were to do againft the 
Beaft : But that which next follows, 
fliows what the Beaft will doaeainft 
them. 

Ver. 7. And when they have fintfjoed 
their teftimony , the Beaft that afcend • 
eth out of the Bottomlefs-Pit. ftjall make 
War againft them , and ftjall overcome 
them, and kill them. 

Although the Witnefles fhall have 
much weakened the Kingdom of the 
Beaft by the Reformation, their pro- 
pliefy ing and pouring out moft of the 
Vials, and fhall thereupon be almoft 
ready to throw off their Sackcloth, 
the days of their mournful Prophecy 
being near expiring : yet it feems Al- 
mighty 
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mighty God, either to awaken his 
people to repentance for fome general 
declining, or to make himfelf the 
' more known in the World by their 
fpeedy deliverance when brought ve- 
ry. low by their Enemies, or for fbme 
other reafon will fuft’er their Ene- 
mies to prevail againft them, and to 
triumph over them for a fhott 
time. 

The time when this War fhall be 
made againft the Witnefles , is here 
laid to be when they fhall haveftmjh- 
ed their teftimony ; or according to 
Mr. Modes reading, when they fhall 
be about to finifh it; that is, when 
the 1 260. prophetical days of their 
mournful Prophecy are expired, or 
near expiring , Then it is, that the 
Beaft fhall make this War; for fo 
long they were to prophefie clothed 
in Sackcloth. 

But there are fbme who would 
have the Text run thus ; not when 
they have finifhed, or be about to fi- 
nifh, but. when they fhall be ftnifhing, 
performing, or declaring their teftitnony, 
E j this 
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this War fhall be made againft them. 
And fo they underftand their finifh- 
ing their teftimony to import np more 
than their performing or declaring 
their teftimony againft the Beaft and 
his followers all along their 1260. 
years prophecy. And accordingly 
they underftand by the W T ar here laid 
to be made againft them, to be none 
other than what the Beaft has been 
making againft them all along their 
1 260. days Prophecy , nor their (laugh- 
ter any other than what they fijffer- 
ed in that length of time. But that 
this cannot be the fence and meaning 
of the place, confider 

1. That it is diiagreeable to the 
general and common fignification of 
the word ftnijh, or to have finifhed, 
as it is tiled in Scripture, and againft 
the common ule of it in lpeech and 
other writings. It would be tedious 
to (how by particular inftanccs in 
Scripture, how the word finifoing al- 
moft every where figmfies to bring 
the things to which it is applied, to 
an iffiie , to an end, to a clofe, to a 
point, 
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■ point , and to confummate, perfett, and 
complut them. And to force an un- 
ufual fignification upon a word, 
where the (cope of the place , and 
nature of the matter where it is ufed, 
does not neceffarily require it , has 
little authority in it to procure af- 

i k°2 t This War and this (laughter of 
the Witnefles here fpoken of, ac- 
cording to the Order and fucceflion 
of Occurrences reprefented before in 
this Chapter, are fuch Events as were 
to follow after the Reformation, at a 
great diftance , yea which were to 
follow after fuch other things as were 
to follow after the Reformation it 
felf; fuch as was the effufion of feve- 
ral of the Vials : And if fo, then not 
any War againft the Witnefles, nor 
any (laughter of them preceding the 
Reformation, can be that War, or 
that (laughter here fpoken of. 

But it is objected, That if the War 
here fpoken of, by which the Wit- 
neffes are faid to be (lain, were not 
meant of that War by which the Wit- 
E 4 nefles 
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neffes had fuffered a political death, Beaft: fhall have fuffered fo much from 
all along the time of their mournful j the Witneffes as is reprefented , he 

Prophecy, and many times a violent ; fhall- in the former part of this u th 
death in a proper fence; but of a to Chapter ; it falls in naturally, that 
War at the end of it only, Then he in revenge fhould make, a new at- 

there is nothing in the Vifion here tempt againft them, as here ’tis fore- 

which reprefents any War at all of told he will, 

the Beaft againft the Witneffes, nor But it is further objected ; What 
any political death they fuffered by , greater over-coming of Witneffes by 
it all along their 1260. years mourn* the Beafts War can we conceive 

ful Prophecy, though there is a clear fhould befal them now at the end of 

account of both in Hiftory. , their 1260. years Prophecy, than had 

Afifner ; And what if there be no befallen them all along before ? 

fuch former War reprefented in this ^Anfwer, It is not pretended that 

Vifion ? Is it not enough, that it. is any greater over-coming of the Wit- 
reprefented eilewhere in this Book ? * neffes, by the Beaft, fhall befal them 
as it is Chap. 1 j. 7. Befides other pla- at the end of their mournful Prophe- 

ces. He {hall make War with theSaints, cy, than had befallen them before the 

and overcome them. And the Hiftory Reformation. But for our better un- 
ofthe Witneffes fuftering all along derftanding this matter in hand, it 

before the Reformation, will well is to beconfidered, That the former 

enough anfwer to this Prophecy, prevailing of the Beaft againft the 

though the War of the Beaft againft Witneffes, and their great fufFerings 

them in this place refpe£ts but a War thereby, were in a great meafure, and 

which theBeaft will raile againft them , , to a good degree, taken off by the 
Jong after the time in which theRe- Reformation, by which Reformation 

formation firft began. And when the j the Witneffes got a great Victory 

Beaft j over 
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over the Bead and his Party. By 1 inform us) will permit unto the Bead 
which and by what followed there- an opportunity of renewing his old 
upon, by the Witnefles prophelying, t War againft the Witnefles, and with 
and by their pouring out a great fuch fuccels as that the Bead fhall 
part of the Vials, they had dilabled repoflels himlelf of his former power 
the Bead, for fome Ages, from over- over them, and fhall deprive them a- 
coming them in any fuch hodile man- gain of their publick power and pri- 
ner as he had done before the Refor- > vileges for fome little time, 
mation, and became able to fee u re As it behoved our Lord Chrid fird 

themfelves in a great meafure, and j to differ, and then to enter into his 
to make their part good againd j glory of high exaltation ; lo itjeems 
him. I probable, that his Church in this will 

By the Beads former War , the j be maide fbmething conformable to 
Witneifes had for a long time been him ; that is, in being humbled and 
depred and kept out of all publick ! brought very low for a little feafon, 
imployment in Church and State. But * ; but a little before her highed exalta- 
the Witnefles were in great part re- j tion in this World, 
doredtothelepriviledgesinthetimes ! The next three Verles 8,9, 10. 
of the Reformation, and in the Coun- contain a prophetical reprefentation 
treys that have been reformed, and of the difgrace the Bead and his par- 
will have kept polfeflion of them for ty will put upon the Witneifes after 
a long time before this lad War of they have overcome them, and how 
the Bead takes place. they will rejoice and triumph over 

But after all this , and about the them. But then in the 1 1 and 1 2 
time in which the WitnelTcs mourn- Verle, we have the Relurre'ftion of 
ful prophecy fhould come to an end, thefe flain Witnefles prophetically let 
Almighty God (as this Prophecy does i forth. 

inform I And 
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And after three days and an half the 
Spirit of Life from God entred into 
them, and they food upon their feet . 
And they heard a great Voice from flea- 
ven, faying unto them , Come up hither . 
{.And they afcended up to Heaven in 
a Cloud , and their Enemies beheld 
them . 

This Refurreflion is to be under- 
flood only of thofe whoefcaped the 
lofs of their natural lives in the War, 
by which theBeaft overcame the Wit- 
nefles and kill’d them , and conse- 
quently of a political Refurre&ion.' 
The political death they . fuffered, 
though they efcaped a natural death, 
was their being caft down and depri- 
ved of all publick power and imploy- 
ment , both in Church and State 
and therefore by their Refurreflion 
in a political fenfe, we are to under- 
lland their being reftored to the pub- 
lick power, liberty and priviledges, 
which before they had loth As their 
death fignified a being reduced to a 
kind ol (ervile Hate, a ilate of Slave- 
ry, lo their Relurrection implies their 


T ! 

1 and Order of Occurrences. 7 $ 

1 being Vf (bored to a ftate of liberty and 
power again. And to call this a Re- 
furreftion , is but according to the 
prophetical ftile of old. The great 
change which God purpoled to make 
in the condition of the whole Houle 
of lfrael , by delivering them out of 
Captivity, Slavery and a lervile flate, 
i and by reftoring them to their own 
j Land, and to their ancient Liberties 
j and Priviledges, is delcribed as if it 
were a Reliir region from Death to 
Life. When he promiled to do this 
for them, it is by promifing to open 
their Graves for them, and to bring 
them out of their Graves, Ezek. 57. 

| 11, 12, 13, 14. This I doubt not is 
I the general meaning of this Parable 
■ touching the Refur r&Qion of the 
Witnelfes, in which Expofitors do 
accord. 

But the great queftion is, to what 
time this Refurreitioii of the Wit- 
neffes does belong : and whether by 
it we are to underftand the Witnefles, 
being by the Reformation reftored to 
thole liberties of publick worfbipaud 
! thofe 
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thole publick Offices and Imploy- 
ments , both in Church and State, 
out of which they had been forceably 
kept above a thoufand years ; or ' 
whether by this Refurre&iort of 
theirs , is not meant their being re* 
ftored to thofe Liberties, Priviledges, 
and publick Offices and Imployments 
which they had held and enjoyed a 
long time, h vertue of the Reforma- 
tion, until they fhall be forceably de- 
prived of them by a new attempt* 
hoftilely managed by the Beaft, to 
recover what he had loft by that Re- 
formation. This is the true ftate of 
the queftion. 

And that we are to underftand this 
Reiurrection of the Witnefles in this 
latter fence, and not in the former, 
will appear by this. The Reforma- 
tion fell out long before the time pre- 
fixed for the Witnefles finifhing their 
teftimony : But their Refurre&ion 
here fpoken of is not to fall out till 
after they have finilhed their teftimo* , 
ny, or are about to finifh it. The 
War of the Beaft againft the Witnef- 


and Order of Occurrences. 7y 

: fes, by which they will be overcome, 
is faid to be when they (hall have fi- 
nished their teftimony ; and yet this 
1 Refurre&ion is not to be till three 
prophetical days and an half after 
they are overcome and kill’d by that 
War. And though we fhould begin 
the account of the Witnefles twelve 
hundred and fixty years mournful 
j Prophecy, fb early as the year 397. 
yet the Reformation would be found 
to fall out 1 40. years before the Wit- 
nefles were to finifh that prophecy of 
theirs. But if we begin not that ac- 
count until the year 4^7. or till fome 
years after (which upon feveral ac- 
j count I take to be the truerEpocha, the 
| time of the Witnefles Prophecy, and 
; the times of the Beaft, being fome 
time fince expired, according to the 
firft account, which I think fhows it 
not to be right) we fhall find, that 
the Reformation has fallen out 200. 
years or more before the end of the 
i time of their mournful prophecy. Ei- 
ther of thefe computations make too 
I great a diftance between the time in 
I which 
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which the one did fall out, or the 
other is to fall out, for any Man, on 
any probable ground to conclude the Re'furre&ion after it. It is laid of 
Reformation and this Relurrectionof 1 " the Witneffes , Vtr. g. That their 
the Witneffes to be one and the lame dead Bodies Ihould be leen threedays 

thing. and an, half, ahffnot; fuffered to be 

As for that Plea (which is made put In (Graves, i And then in Vtr- ii, 

ule of to avoid the force of this Ar- j 12.; It’s laid, that after three days and 
gument) which would infinuate as if ari half, the Spirit of life from God 

the Witneffes, finilhing their teffi- entred into them,' and they flood up- 

mony , fignifies no more than their on their feet, llpon which a great 

performing or declaring their tefti- Voice froth Heaven laid unto them, 

mony, in which fence they have been Come up hither, and that they alcend- 

finilhing their teftimony all along ecffn a Cloud. So that between their 

their 1260. years Prophecy , I have Death and Refurre&ion, we lee there 

anfwered it before. And indeedit ' is to be but three dayes and an 
looks but oddly to lay they were fi- half. . 

nilhing their teftimony as foon as Now then, if we underftand the 
they began it. Death of thole that lhall rile, and 

But another argument which does their Refurre&ion it lelf in a politi- 
notably evince, that neither the War eal lence.as it’s agreed we muft,Then 

of the Beaft, nor the death of the Wit* it follows neceflarily, that thefe Wit- 
neffes , nor their Relurreftion here neffes were by their political death, 

fpoken of, \ did precede or go before the deprived of their Liberties , Privi- 

Reformation, or accompany it, but , ledges,.and publickOffices, but.three 
that they all are to follow after it, is days and an half before they were re- 
taken from the little or Ihort time ftored to them again by their Relur- 

here F t region. 
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here let down, between the death of 
the Witneffes by the War, and their 
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re&?Qri. And'Ifj^ /then tfie War ■ 
and tHc political Death Of the Wit- 
oeffes'here fpokbn of, cannot be that 
Wat, -or that political Ddath'tHe, Wit- 
neffes fullered by it before' the fefdr- 
friation. For bylhit War and Death 
the Witneffes 'w£re kept out df ttitfir 
Liberties, Privileolgds , and publiik 
Offices for a thdmand years befbfe i 
tlie r ^fdt)matibif* ;Wlieteas bvitHis { 
Wdjr kriB' vdath tlnfe Witneffes arb to I 
Be ’dejpnVbff' of ‘thbfe Liberties- add 
Offices but thfeb ^&ts ahd a Half ftofn 
the rime ffieV ftid^bnjHited iHqhf Un- 
der tfti Reforifetjibri. ‘.This is all 
plaid, eafy, andtilffoftdd. 1 . 

. ?ut to evade the force of fuch like 
rekfohihg, fomc'WHuld perfWafle us 
to.underftand by 1 the ‘three diys and 
a Half here, thrde f, Bm£s 'and in 'Hkif, j 
or the time, timesand Half a'Bui$ fn 
Dlmel, though they grant tlie ' tli^e 
days and an half 1 thus underftoad, 
would be equal ’in ‘length of tlih'pfo 
the 1260. ‘days Prophecy of the Wit- 
'neffes.' 

But to make three days and a ; half 

* to 
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to' fignify fuch a length of time as we 
uiiderftand by a time, times, and half 
a time, and by 1260. dayes of the 
Witneffes prophefying , is quite be- 
fide the prophetick ftile of this Book, 
which never ufos to fignifie more than 
fo many years by fo many days. And 
it is moreover a way of interpreta- 
tion which cannot be juftified by any 
one like inftanoe or example through- 
out the whole Bible : and therefore 
to be looked upon as wholly preca- 
rious. 

But te have J aid either here of elfe- 
where for aTime, dniTimes and half a 
Time, Three years and a half, had, been 
-quite out of the road of the prophetick 
ftyle which never names a year for a year 
of years j faith Dr. H. More , Arith. 
Apoc. p. 367. And if the prophetick 
ftile never names a year fora year of 
years* muth lefs as every ones realon 
willfuggeft, does it name a day for a 
year of years ; and if it never does lo, 
then it does not fo in this place. 

It Would have founded harfh to the 
common fonfo of men to have faid 
F 2 the 
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the Bodies of the (lain 'Witnefles lay 
three years and s»n half unburied in 
the ftreetof the great City, which . 
yet is the inward lenfe of this parabo- 
lical Vifion, And therefore we fee 
the lame prophetick figure in {peak- 
ing is here made ufe of as it is in o- 
ther places in this Book, when lo ma- 
ny years are fignified by fo many 
days. But who would ever imagine, 
that the pith or pulp contained Ihould 
as much exceed the rine, containing 
it in meafure, as 1260. years exceeds 
three days and a half? And therefore 
that fo many years of years fhould 
be fignified by fo many days, exceeds 
all Example in Scripture, andconle- 
quently all rational belief. Such a 
ienle then put upon the Witnefles ly- 
ing unburied three days and a half, 
which cannot be maintained but up- 
on the authority of fuch an incredible 
Paradox, does lufficieqtly evince that 
not to be the true fence and meaning 
of the words. 

But befidcs, if it could be granted 
(which it cannot) that the three days 

and 
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i and a half here fignifies the fame 
length of time, which a time, times, 
and half a time does, or which 1 260. 
days in the Witnefles Prophecy does; 
yet this would not prove the Refor- 
mation to be at the fame in the which 
the Witnefles are laid to rife, or to 

! be one and the fame thing with their 
RelurreQion , but a long time after 
it , and at a great diftance from it. 
For it is after the three days and an 
half in which the Witnefles are laid 
to lie dead, that they arc faid to rile ; 
and fb it will be after the three times 
and a half, before they fhall rile, 
though the three days and a half 
Ihould fignifie liich a length of time. 
And if fo, the Reformation would be 
lo far from being afteriho time tiynes, 
and half a time , as that it would be 
200 years before the end of them, or 
according to their own account 140. 
years before it, as I have fhow’d be- 
fore. And this diftance between the 
one and the other , is too great ever 
to reconcile them, and to make them 
meet in one point of time. And to 
F 3 thinly 
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think to fblve this difficulty by fay- 
ing the half time became current be- 
fore the Reformation, and that there- 
fore the Reformation may be faid to 
be after it, is to prove one, doubtful 
thing by another as doubtful as it felf. 
For I take what has been faid, and 
may further be faid to prove , that 
the Reformation began a confiderable 
time before the half time becatae cur- 
rent , is of much more weight than 
what is argued to the contrary. But 
if it were not, yet if the Reformation 
were but 140. years before the end of 
the time, times, and half a time, it 
would be too long in all reafon to 
hold true , in faying it was after it. 
This finall wire is too weak for the 
weight of the whole matter in que- 
ftion to be hung upon it, which yet 
as we fee in the iffue it is. 

For to affert the Prophecy of the 
rifing of the Witneffes after three 
times and a half, was fulfilled by the 
Reformation, though that took place 
140. years before the end of the three 
times and a halt, and to do it upon 
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this grpund, b<?c;aufe the reft, of the 
time, was then running on, is all one 
in reality, as to fay, the Prophecy of 
die ftoly Cities being trodden under 
foot 42. Months was, fulfilled, wheq 
hfodj been fo but 37. Months and 
ip.Elay^, or as it would be to fay, 
the Vifion of the, Witneffes prophe- 
fying in Sackcloth 1260. days, was 
fulfilled, when 'they had done fo but 
1 1 2p. days ; for the full time of thefe 
was at thefe tiines running on as well 
as the full time of the other was at 
the Reformation. And if to affert 
the latter would be highly unreafon- 
able, then to affert the former cannot 
be lefs. We may notionally divide 
three times and a half into {even fe- 
mi-times ; but when we have done 
fo,we cannot upon any good grounds, 
improve fuch divifion to any other 
ufo than the phrafe three times and 
a half ferves to. Fpr I could never 
underhand, that the three times and 
an half in the prophecies , were de- 
fignedtofet forth the feveral diffe- 
rent events which were to fall out in 
F 4 thofe 
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thofe different parts of time ; but on- 
ly to fhow for how long time in the 
whole the things to which -thole 
times relate, fhould continue. As for ' 
dividing the three times and half a 
time into feven half times, and then 
to make half a time a unite, it is incon- 
gruous to the Text, in which if we 
will find an unite , one of the three 
times muff be it. For half of one of 
thele times will no more make an 
unite, than half of one will make one. 

I might obferve , that to make the 
three times and an half in Daniel to 
be a more authentick rule of compu- j 
tation than the Beafts 42 Months, or ' 
the Witneffes mournful prophecy 
1260. days, which are all fynchronal, 
is contrary to a received rule for in- 
terpreting Scripture, which is to in- 
terpret paffages in the Old Teftament 
by what is laid of the fame things in 
the new. It is ufiially God’s method 
in revealinghis mind to proceed from j 
that which is lefs perfeft to that ; 
which is more fo. And how fhould j 
wo have been fure that Daniel’s time, j 

times, 
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times, and half a time , had not fig- 
nified four or five prophetical years 
and an half ; if that of the Beafts 43. 
Months, and the Witneffes 1260. 
days, had not enlightened it, as fyn- 
chronizing with it. 

It is yet once more obje£led, That 
if the Church of God fhall at any 
time be reduced to fo very low a con- 
dition as is reprefented by the Wit- 
neffes being flain , and lying three 
days and a half unburied, it is no 
ways likely it fhould recover out of 
it again in lo Ihort a time as three 
years and an half; and for that rea- 
fon , we may well think a longer 
time is intended by three days and an 
half in this place. 

To which I anfwer , That if we 
were affured, that Almighty God in 
effe&ing this alteration , were likely 
to proceed in fuch a leifurely motion 
of providence as he is wont to do in 
ordinary cafes, this objeftion would 
be confiderable. But fince it is faid, 
that in the fame hour in which the 
Witneffes are laid to arife and to 

afeend. 
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afeend, there was a great Earthquake, 
and a tenth part of the City fell, and, 
feven thou land men, or names of 
men, were Hainan the Earthquake; 
and that the remnant were affrighted; 
and gave glory to theGod of Heaven, 
as it follows, ver. i $. it argues, that 
God will bring this hidden and great 
alteration to pals in feme extraordi- 
nary way. For an Earthquake is not 
ordinary and common , much left a 
great Earthquake , which yet is to fall 
out at the fame time. By which pro- 
bably lefecanpot be meant than great 
fhakings, if not over-turnings in the 
Nations and places where the Wit- 
nelfes fball then be. And more par- 
ticularly the Text tells us, that in 
this Earthquake a tenth part of the 
City fell, viz., of that City which in 
ver. 8. is fpiritually called Sodom and 
Egypt. Which muft denote doubtlels 
the falling off of a confiderable part 
of the Beads Dominion from him $ or 
the fall of Rome it fclf , as Mr. Mede 
thinks, as being now bu t a tenth part 
of what it was when St. John had 

this 
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this Vifion. And if fo, this fell of a 
tenth part of the City, may be the 
feme with the pouring out the fifth 
Vial upon the Seat or Throne of the 
Beaft. However let this fell of a 
tenth part of the City fignifie what 
it will , the Earthquake , with its 
Concomitants will produce thefe two 
effects. 

Ftrjl, the flaying of 7000. names 
of men, or men of name, which can 
fignifie no lefs than a political death 
of great numbers of fuch men , that 
is, the lofe of their Offices and dig- 
nities; for in fuch a fence the Wit- 
neffes had been flain. 

Secondly , This Earthquake and the 
concomitants and effefts of it, will 
fo affett the remnant of the people 
which were not politically flain, as to 
caufe them to give glory to the God 
of Heaven ; that is, by their repent- 
ance and converfion , as may pro- 
bably be prefomed, and by acknow- 
ledging Gods fpecial hand, fhowing 
it lelfin fuch great and fudden turns 
in publick affairs, in favour of his 
| Church. Thefe 
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Thele extraordinary actings of the 
Divine Providence confidered , it is 
not lb difficult a thing to conceive 
how fo great a deliverance may be 
wrought for the Church in fo fhort a 
time, as the objeftion reprelents it. 
Sure I am it’s a very eafie thing with 
God to accomplifh io great a work in 
lb little time , if he intends it. And 
what does he Icfs than tell us he in- 
tends it by this prophecy concern- 
ing it ? 

Befides, when it’s laid of the Wit- 
neffes, that their dead Bodies Ihould 
lie in the ftreet of the great City, fpi- 
ritually called Sodom and Egypt, and 
which after three days and an half, 
Ihould there rile again , it begets a 
queftion, whether the flaughter and 
refurreftion of the Witneffes here 
foretold, Ihould be general , and in 
all places of the Empire where any 
good Chriftians are, or whether only 
in lome eminent place or part of it ; 
for we fee it is to fall out but in the 
(Ircet ot the great City ; and it may 
well be thought fiich a great City as 
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; tbis, has more ftreets than one in it. 
And if this;flaughter and refurreftion 
yOf the Witneffes Ihould prove to fall 
out but jrylbme one eminent place or 
part of the Empire, or Pkpal Jurifdi- 
.ftion ,. then it will be yet more eafie 
to conceiye how lo great an alteration 
, ip the outward condition of the 
.Church, as the Re fur reft ion of the 
Witneffes imports, may polfibly be 
brought to pals in fo fhort a time as 
is fignified by three days and an half. 
It is foretold, that the ten Horns of the 
Beaft, or the ten Kings fignified there- 
by ,lhall hate theWhore, and make her 
delolate and naked. And who knows 
but that this Prediftion may in great 
part be fulfilled in this junfture of 
time, as well, if not rather, than at 
any other : efpecially confidering, 
that a tenth part of that great City is 
to fall at the fame time. And if thele 
things Ihould chance to fall out but 
in lome eminent place of the Empire, 
we cannot realonably conceive other- 
wile than that fuch an alteration in 
the Empire it l«lf, muft needs make a 

Hidden 
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hidden alteration in the Witneffes 
Cafe and in the ftate of the Church. 
After the Proteftant Party in Germany 
had been brought into a very low 
condition in the beginning of theyear 
1547 . there was fuch a wonderful al- 
teration of it in three years and an 
half, as tempted Mr. Brightman to 
take that for the fulfilling of this pro- 
phecy of the Witnelfes Refurredtion, 
after they had been made a mocking 
flock by their Enemies three years 
and an half. This inftance however 
fhows how poffible it is for a won- 
derful alteration to be made in the 
ftate of the Church in three year and 
an halfs time. When the great Har- 
lot fhall fay in her heart, I fit as a 
Queen, and fhall fee no forrow, it’s 
laid, therefore fhall her plagues come 
in one day, Rev. 18. 7, 8. Nay at v. 
1 o. in one hour is thy Judgmentcome, 
y. 17. for in one hour fo great riches 
is come to nought, and v. 19. for in 
one hour is fhe made defolate. Tilde 
palfages befpeak great alterations to 
be made in a little time in itsfealbij.- 

It 
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It follows Ver. i^.’The fkoni Wok 
paji , Snd ' hbhold the third wo ctihieih 
' quickly. The fecond wo is paft, ' that 
is, the Wo of the fixth Trumpet, fOr 
the fixth Trumpet is the fecond wn- 
Trumpet; And in faying this Wo is 
paft juft upon the dole of the forefaid 
Vifion of the Refurreftioh of the Wit- 
neftes and its eoncortiitants, its plain 
,thjs Trumpet, and the wo of it, We're 
: 'not paft till thefe were paft. Add if 
this laft Vifion of the Refurre&ion Of 
‘tiie Witpeffes , and what fell out 
Hvith it the lame houf , Were paft of 
this fecohd Wo, as undoubtedly fhe'y 
'were, Then -fo wcre all the foregoing 
'vifionswhich contain matter of Wo 
tp die Beftians ; they ‘Were lb many 
'bitter 'ingredients, which with the 
'firft and thefe laft, do dohftitute and 
‘make up this fecond Wo, which be- 
] “gan Chap, pd 1 j. and ends at the 13. 
'ver. of thiS'C/wjf.. The principal parts 
Of Which Wo, as relating to the We- 
JfteVn Empire, are 'the Reformation, 
‘the plagues OF ftfeny of the Vials, the 
llelurredibn ' of ! the Witneffes, flip 

Earthquake 
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Earthquake and fall of a tenth part 
of the City. And to think what be- 
fel the Eaftern Empire by. the Turk- 
ifh Conqueft, did contain all the le- 
cond wo, and that little or none of it 
was to fall upon the WefternEmpire, 
Rome , and its Territories, which was 
as deeply Criminal as the Eaftern, 
and probably . much more, is to fancy 
a very unlikely,: thing. 

And yet in defence of it it is laid 
that the five former Trumpets had 
but one Vifton a piece belonging to 
them ; . and \yhy then fhould we 
tjdnk any more belongs, to' this ? 

To which it’s arifwer’d ; The rea- 
lon why we Ihould think more than 
one'Vifion, arid fo more than one Vi- 
llon bdoags to the fixth Trumpet, 
is becaulcit is near, if not altogether, 
as vifible in Scripture, that more than 
one belongs to it , as it is that one 
docs. The Villon of m'eafuring the 
Temple,' of the Witnefles propheiy- 
irig, of their fmiting the Earth with 
Plagues, of their Relurreftion after 
their flaughter , of the Earthquake 
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) and fall of a tenth part of the City : 
if all thele Ihould make but one Vi- 
llon, as doubtlels they do more, yet 
• \ this would prove more than the Vi* 
lion of the EuphrateanHorfe to belong 
to the fixth Trumpet. For all thele 
| things were Ihow'd St. John after his 
I Vifion of the Euphrates Horlemen, 

; and before the ending of the fixth 
j Trumpet, which is not tiller. 14. 
of this Chap. 

Again, it is infinuated , as if the 
particulars forenamed Ihould apper- 
tain to loffiewhat elle than the fixth 
Trumpet, becaufe thole make many 
woes j whereas the wo of the fixth 
Truriipet is but one, it is the lecond 
wo in three. The anfwer to this is, 
That though the woof this Trum- 
pet be but one general wo, yet it is 
fuch as contains feveral particular 
ones in it. The men that were kil- 
led by this Turkifh Hoftility, were 
killed by thefe plagues , in the plural 
, number, v. 20. For firft, if theTurk- 
ilh Conqueft by the Euphratean Horfe- 
men, had been the whole of the wo- 
G of 
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of the fixth Trumpet, yet that con- \ 
lifted of fevetal diftinfl; woes ; as the 
lofs of eftate, the loft of liberty, the 
loft of Power and Government, the ' 
loft of Religion in great part, and the 
loft of Life it lelf, as to very many. 
Secondly , The feven plagues of the 
Vials fall under the fixth or leventh 
Trumpet, or both : and though they 
are more than one , yet they do but 
contribute to the making that one ge- 
neral wo of the Trumpet under which 
they fall, they being both wo-Trum- 
pets. 

Again , they diftinguifh between 
the Time of the fixth Trumpet, and 
the m of it, and infinuate, as if when 
it’s laid the lecond wo is paft in this 
14. ver. the meaning were only to 
fhow , that the Time of the fixth j 
Trumpet is but then paft, when as 
the wo of that Trumpet was paft : 
long before , when the Euphratean ! 
Horfemen were brought on the Eaft- 
ern Empire. 

But in exprefs contradiction to this 
infinuation, it is laid , not the Time 

of 


and Order of Occurrences, py 

of the fixth Trumpet is paft, but the 
fecondwo is paft : though it’s true it 
implies, thatthe Time of that Trum- 
pet was then paft alio. But however 
we lee all of the lecond wo was not 
paft till the Time of the fixth Trum- 
pet was paft with it. And for what 
end can we imagine the Time of the 
fixth Trumpet Ihould be continued to 
its due length, but to attend the fi- 
nilbing and compleating the woful 
Event of that wo-Trumpet ? 

Proceed w’e now to the leventh 
Trumpet, ver. 1 5. But before we 
come to the words in which the Vifi- 
on of this leventh Trumpet are ex- 
preft, it will be of great ule to pre- 
pare our way thereto, and for the 
better underftanding the parts and 
the whole of the Vifion it lelf, to 
confider what the mighty Angel, in 
Chap. 1 0. ver. 7. hath foretold con- 
cerning the proper Event of the Vifi- 
on of the leventh Trumpet. The 
words are thele. Bat in the days of 
the Voice of the feventb Angel , when he 
fiall begin to found, the Myftery of God 
G 3 foa ! l 
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jhall be finifhed, as he hath declared to 
his Servants the Prophets . In which 
words, I conceive, that Angel hath 
foretold , That the proper Event of l 
the feventh Trumpet will be the /*- j 
lifting of the My fiery of God , accord- 1 
ing to what he had before declared 
to his Servants the Prophets. If then 
we can underftand what this myfitry 
of God is here fpoken of, and what 
^the finifijing of it is, we may then 
know what the Event of the feventh 
Trumpet will be. 

The my fiery of God here men- 
tioned, and which has been declared 
to his Servants the Prophets, in all 
probability will confift mainly in 
thefe two things. Firft in bringing 
down the Enemies of Chrift, and of 
his Church : or the taking the power 
of ruling and bearing fway in the 
World, wholly and irrecoverably out j 
of their hands, and the putting it in- 1 
to the hands of thofe who (hall then 
be of the Church. Secondly, In the 
great enlargement of the Kingdom of 
Chrift in the World, by theConver- 
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fion of the Nation of the Jews, and 
by bringing in thefullnefsof the Gen- 
tiles. For thefe two things have been 
abundantly declared by God to the 
Prophets, and to us by them, and 
that in fomewhat a myfterious ftile 
too : for which reafbn the more ob- 
fcure revelation of thefe things may 
well be called th z my fiery of God. 
Thefe two things were revealed unto 
the Prophet Daniel , by revealing to 
him Nebuchadnezzar's Dream, con- 
cerning the Image, Chap . 2. 34, 

Thou fawefi till a fione was cut out with- 
out hands , which [mote the Image on his 
feet that were of iron y and clay , and 
brake them to pieces . Then was the iron, 
the clay , the brafs , the filver , and the 
gold, broken to pieces together , and be- 
came like the chaff of the Summer threflj- 
ing-fioors , and the wind carried them 
away , that no place was found for them : 
and the fione that fmote the Image , be- 
came a great Mountain , and filled the 
whole Earth. This is afterwards inter- 
preted, V er. 44, 4 . In the days of thofe 
Kfng s fhall the God of Heaven fet> up a 
G j Kingdom 
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Kingdom which /ball never he deftroyed-, 
And, the Kjngdom jb.ili not he left toother 
people , but it (ball break in pieces and 
(onftme all thefe Kingdoms , and it {ball 
{land for ever. For as much as thou 
faweft , that the {lone was cut out of the 
Mountains without hands , and that it 
brake in pieces the iron , the brafs , the 
clay , . the Jilver, and the gold ; the great 
God hath made known to the Kjng what 
{ball come to pafs hereafter , &re. The 
like we have in. another of Daniel 1 a 
Vifions, .Chap. 7. 2 6, 27. and in ma- 
ny other places in other of the Pro- 
phets. 

Aqd the fnijhing this myftery of 
God is, that which is like to be the 
Event of the feventh Trumpet ; 
which finifhing will probably confift 
in the total accomplishment of the 
Prophecies touching this Myftery of 
God. Not the fulfilling them in part, 
as before they had been fulfilled 5 but 
it is the fnijhing the confummation of 
this myftery that will be the Event 
of the leventh Trumpet. 

For otherwile this myftery hath 

already 
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already been accomplifhed to a de- 
gree in the. Converfion of many of 
the Gentiles , and joining them to, 

I ' and making them one body with the 
| believing jews which firft received 
the Gofpel. For the doing of this 
was a myftery foretold by the Pro- 
phets, as St. Paul calls it, Eph. 3. 4, 
9. that is, it was a thing underftood 
but by few till it was accomplifhed. 
But this was aot the t inijhing this my- 
ftery of God, that being referved to 
the Times of the leventh Trumpet, 
as it’s probable, when the Nation of 
the Jews which has long been re- 
jetted, flaall be converted to the Chri- 
ftian Faith , and be brought into the 
Church. And then the Nations of 
the Gentiles in their fullnefs will alio 
be brought into the Church. This is 
yet a myftery as St. Paul calls it, Rom. 
11. 25, 26. But the bringing thele 
' things to pafs will be the fnilbing'of 
this myftery. 

And the Prophecies likewile of ta- 
king the power of Rule and Govern- 
ment out of the hands of the Churches 
G 4 Enemies, 
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Enemies, and putting it into the hands 
of the Church, has in feveral Nations 
been fulfilled already in part ; as in 
the days of Conftantine the firft Chri- 
ftian Emperour,and of hisSucceffofs$ 
and likewife by the happy Reforma- 
tion begun by Luther. But all this has 
not yet been the fwiffring this part of 
the myftery of God declared to the 
Prophets, but the finiflring of this is 
referved to the Times of the feventh 
T rumpet, when th esTimes of the Gen- 
tiles mill he fulfilled, as our Saviour’s 
phrafeis, Luke 21.24. that is, when 
their time of Ruling fhall have an 
end. The fame thing which St. Paul 
calls the putting down all Rule^ all 
Authority and Power ; meaning of 
theEnemies of Chrift and his Church ; 
lor of thole he there fpeaks , 1 Cor,. 
3.5.24. 

Having premifed thefe things 
from the Angels words in Chap. 1 o. 7. 
we are, I hope, the better prepared 
to confider and underftand the Vifion 
of the feventh Trumpet it felf , as 
agreeing with what the Angel has 
foretold concerning it. Yer. 
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Yer. 15. The feventh ^Angel foun- 
ded , and there were great Voices in Hea- 
ven, faying, the Kingdoms of this World, 
are become the Kingdoms of the Lord and 
of his Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever 
and ever. Behold here an exact agree- 
ment between what is here declared 
in Vifion to have come to pafs upon 
the founding of the leventh Angel, 
and between what the mighty Angel 
foretold would be finilhed in the days 
of the feventh Angel, when he fhould 
begin to found, to wit, that part of 
the myftery of God which confifts in 
the laft and greateft enlargement of 
the Church and Kingdom of Chrift 
upon Earth. For the firft thing we 
meet with after the feventh Angel has 
founded, is we fee a Declaration by 
great Voices fromHeaven, faying, The . 
Kingdoms of this World are become the 
Kingdoms of the Lord, and of his Chrift. 
And I have formerly fhow’d, that the 
Eventual accomplifhment of the Vi- 
fions of the Trumpets, belong to the 
times of thole Trumpets under which 
the Vifions are fhow’d or feen. And I 

the 
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the rather take notice of it ag^in here, 
to fhow, that the converfiori of the 
Kingdoms of the World here fpoken 
of, cannot be meant of any former 
converfion of them, before the times 
of the feventh Trumpet, as the Con- 
verfion of Nations by the Reforma- 
tion was. 

Ver. 1 6, 17. And the 24. Elders 
which fate before God on their Seats, fell 
upon their Faces , and worfbipped God , 
faying , We give thee thanks, 0 Lord, 
God Almighty , which art, and waft , 
and art to come ; becaufe thou haft taken 
to thee thy great power and haft reigned : 
That is , his Ruling or Governing 
Power, his Power of Reigning. And 
his taking this unto himfelf at this 
time, implies, that until then he had 
in great part buffered others, fuch as 
were his Enemies , to exercife that 
Power, and to make ufe of it againft 
him, and againft his faithful Subjefts. 
But upon this feventh Angels found- 
ing, the time will be come when he 
will wholly take it out of their hands 
into his own , and will thenceforth 

Reign 
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Reign himlelf by betrufting the ex- 
ercife of that power only in fuch hands 
as will ufe it for him, and for the good 
• of all his good and Loyal Subje&s. 
This other part of the' myftery of 
God will at this time be finifhed, which 
had been begun long before. 

Ver. 18. And the Nations were an - 
| gry, and thy wrath is co>ne, and the time 
j °f the dead that they fbould be judged, 
and that thou fhouldeft give reward to 
thy Servants the Prophets , and to the 
\ Saints , and them that fear thy name , 
[mall and great , and fhouldeft deftroy 
them that deftroy the Earth. The Nats - 
' ons , (or Gentiles, as others read it) 
were angry, they were fore vexed, ex- 
asperated and enraged, to find them- 
selves thus going down, and thofe 
exalted into power and dignity, over 
whom they had been wont contemp- 
tuoufly to domineer. And thy wrath 
■is come : that is, the time of fhowing 
his wrath will be then come, by re- 
moving thofe Rulers , and breaking 
their power to pieces, by which they 
had opprefTed, perfecuted, yea Mar- 
» tyr’d 
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tyr’d Chrift’s beft Subjects. And the 
time of the dead that they jhould be judg- 
ed. That is , the time of judging 
their Caufe will be then come, whole 
blood had been unjuftly and cruelly 
fhed, and of calling their Enemies to 
account for it. And that thou fhouldjl 
give reward to thy Servants the Pro- 
phets. , and to the Saints, and them that 
fear thy name , both fmaH andgreat '•> to 
wit, in their Succeffors , who fhall 
then reap the fruit of the labours and 
fufferings of thofe their PredecefTors 
in the lame Caule, who tranlmitted 
down to them that Truth which now 
will exalt them, even in this World, 
who fhall imbrace it. And indeed 
the hononr and renown of thole who 
had fufifered as evil doers , as their 
Adverlaries would needs have it, will 
now at this time have a kind of Re* 
liir reel ion , when their caufe , for 
which they fuffered , is Crowned 
with a lafting Victory and Honour. 
The holy Apoftles and Prophets, 
though fo long fince dead, will be 
avenged by God at lafjr on Babylon in 
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her downfall. Rejoice over her thon 
Heaven , and ye holy Apoftles and Pro- 
phets , for God hath avenged you on her. 
Rev. 1 8. 20. And if it be matter of 
rejoicing to them in being done on 
their account , and for the fake of 
their fufferings , then it will be mat- 
ter of reward to them. God will 
j then bring forth their righteoulhefs 
as the light , and their judgment as 
the noon day : which till then had 
j been obfeured and kept under a dark 
i Cloud by the Adverlaries, by repre- 
fenting them as evil doers, and as ha- 
ving delervedly fuffered what they 
had inflicted on them, t sind fhouldft 
deftroy them which deftroy the Earth , or 
corrupt the Earth, as it is in the margin. 
That is, by an utter and final defini- 
tion of that power of theirs by which 
they had corrupted the World by a- 
bominable Idolatries , Superftitions, 
and damnable Dotrines , and de- 
i ftroy d it by unjuft Wars, Maffacres, 

- and cruel Slaughters of Innocent 
Men. 

Ver. 19. And theTemple of God was 

opened 
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opened in Heaven ; and there was feen in 
his Temple the Ark of his Tefi ament : 
and there were light enings, and voices, 
and thnnderings, and an earthquake, and 
great hail. The very fame five things 
here mentioned, are to fall out upon 
the pouring out the Seventh Vial, viz. 
Voices, Thunders, Lightnings, a 
great Earthquake , fuch as was not 
fince men were upon the Earth, and 
great Hail , every Stone about the 
weight of a talent, 0 >.i 6 . 18.21. Which 
argues, that the effe&s of the feventh 
Vial will accomplifli and bring to 
pals this part of the Event of the fe* 
venth Trumpet. And as upon the 
founding the feventh Trumpet the 
Myftery of God will be fimjhed , fo 
upon the pouring out the laft Vial 
a Voice out of the Throne fays. It is 
done , which Signifies the fame thing, 
Ch. 16, 17. And that theft Voices, 
Thunderings, &c. are indications of 
the great mutations that will then be 
in the World in Kingdoms and States, 
and the terrible overthrow and down- 
fal of the Enemies of Chrift and his 

Church, 
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Church, appears by what is faid to 
follow upon them, Ver. 19,20. to 
wit, the falling of the Cities of the 
Nations, great Babylon's coming in 
remembrance before God, to give un- 
to her the Cup of the Wine of the 
j fiercenefs of his wrath, the Iflands' 
! flying away, and the Mountains be- 
| ing not found. 

And thus we fte it here plainly re- 
preftnted in Vifion , that the fubjeth 
matter of the Event of thefoventh 
Trumpet, or that of which it will con* 
fill:, is the laft the great and full en- 
largement of the Church, and the fi- 
nal and total fiibduing the power of 
her Enemies, by which it had been 
hindred. All which, as now it more 
fully appears , was fignified by the 
finilhing of the Myftery of God in 
the days of the ftventh Angel, when 
| he Ihould found his Trumpet , as 
was foretold by the mighty Angel, 

, Ch. 10. ' ' 

j „ The moft famous enlargement of 
t thcChurch,in the which theKingdoms 
©1 this World \yill become the King- 
doms 
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doms of the ‘Lord, and ofhisChriftj 
is we.feefirft reprefented in the Vifi- 
on of .the feventh Trumpet : Not 
perhaps becaufe this will firft take 
place in - its perfection, before the 
power of the Churches Enemies is 
fully broken and fubdued ; but be- 
caule that is the main and principal 
thing defigned under this Trumpet,; 
and the extraordinary and total fub- 
duing of the Enemies pf. thrift but as 
fubferyient thereunto. And in all 
probability iHe vifible and notorious 
appearance of the hand of Almighty 
God out of favour to his Church, in 
breaking in pieces all the power of 
her Enemies by extraordinary a£ts of 
Providence, will be one fpecial means 
of bringing in the Nations of the 
World into the Church , as I have 
Ihowed elfewhere. 
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